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Scriptu re



Rote One-The Bcginning of All Tl‘\ings

i. chcore things, there was nothing. Be?ore persons,
there was nobodg. Before here, there was nowhere. All
was silent and dark in the Void.

2. T hen there was light, and matter, and being. T hese
things issued forth from that which cannot be seen,
measured, or known; that which is begonc{ all reckoning.

5 Yet notl’n’ng divided the empty from the full | light
from clarl(, this from tl‘nat} one from another. Tl’lougl‘x there
was sPirit, it could not know itself. Though matter, it could
not become any thing. Though there was Iight in the
darkness, it could be known from dark; and all was madness
and changc‘

4. Petra was there, abiding in chaos with his brothers
and sisters. \/\/hence theg came, and how there was no
confusion in their }Defngs, is not known to any except that
which lies bcyonc{ rcckoning.

5. Each took up a mote of matter; a speck of dust, a
Par‘tic|e, and went into it. 55 sacriFicing their freedom, and
giving themselves up, tl’leg brougl‘nt order from chaos.

6. OF each mote was born a Placc; this Placc in which
we dwell is called Sanctum, bg Petra, the sPirit of ourland.
Petra dwells in the land; if we do well in life, then we shall be
taken to his bosom in death.



Kotc Two—Thc ]:orming of the Lancl

i. Sanctum sprang to shaPc from one spcck of sand.
A” that was, was stone; a vast and measureless Plain.

2. Petra saw this, and was dfspleasec]. [He shuddered,
and the surface of the land was shattered into sanc{, and
!oam, and mountain, and vancy.

3. Petra saw this, and it was not enough. e shook,
and the waters sprang forth from the foot of the mountain,
rusl’n’ng across the land. T}‘nc waters ran to cover all tl‘wir&gsj
ﬂooding all that Iay low. Thc waters rose, and threatened
to cover all things.

4. Petra did not wish his bodg to Iag beneath an endless
sea. Hc oPcncc{ himself up, and the great chasm was
made. A” the waters flowed thcncc, from the foot of the
mountains around, and were swallowed up in the darkness,
excepting afew Places, where t!’leg lag and grew stagnant.

5. And Petra saw that his bodg was yet dull and without
hueA r“le sang out, anc{ tlﬁe stones responded. Some
became meta|5, after their l(ind, and others turned to
Precious gems. fjomc made themselves more ma”cablc,
others less.

6. Fetra saw all this, and was Pleasecl at his form. e

wished on|3 that there were others with whom to share it.

[He decided that it would be so.



Rote Three—T he Coming of | ife

i. Thc mind of Fc’cra opened, and the weakest of the
sPirits from without were given sanctuary in his land. They
were clothed bg him in bodies; some were made into herbs
or trees; other became beasts and insects, each after the
desires of their bcing.

2. Tothese beings was given the power to make others,
after their own kind. Beasts }Degat other beasts; Plants
laid to seed. And Fctra knew this, and was glac{; all tl’n’ngs
were as thcg ought to be. th there was more to be.

3. After a time, Petra oPened his mind further, and
greater spirits, clothed as men and women, came into
Sanctum,. T!‘weg arose as fair-skinned goutlﬂs, c{riPPing
from the waters of the land.

4. |n later times, these too would Iag, one with another,
mal(ing more after their own kind.

5. | hese new ones beheld, as we do, that the land is
fair, |igl’1t is brought us 139 the moons and stars, food is
given in the form of herbs, fruits, and meats. | he stone of
the land itself can be s}‘waPccl and worl«:c{; let all be thankful
for these gixcts.

6. Anc{ the new ones that came unto the land were quiet
for a time; ’cheg lived with all that had been given them, and

were at peace with Fe’cra‘



Kotc ]:our—Thc Brca‘cing of the Fcacc

i. There were some who lived on the land in that time
who had come up from the waters, but who had not
acceptecl the forms that Fetra laid upon them.

2. T hese ones were called the Ncpl‘wih, and the greatest
among them was SI"ICOI. And they cast themselves into
new forms, becoming mightg.

5. Sheol took the Nephili from their home, which was
upon the mountains, and went down unto the va”ey.
T here did he turn to them and make his decrees, saying:

4. “Fetra, lord and bodg of the earth beneath ourxceet, is
dead. His energy was wasted in the shaping of Sanctum,
and our coming to this P|ace is Proo? that he has lost the
strcngth to kccp us out. Lct us, thcrmcorc, go and rule.”

5. And the NePl’]f!f resPonc{ecl with a great shout, and
went to and fro across the Ianc{, ordering the People‘ Yet
in every Placc, after the Ncphili had left them, the Pcop|e
went and returned to c{oing what they had done before.

6. So the NePlﬁiIi went to their master, and asked him
how they might rule, and he responded. Sheol took the
one who had asked him, and took up a sharP stone, and
tore out his throat.

7- Having learned thfs, the Nephili went forth and

bcgan their reign. For three generations tl’ncg ruled, until
the time of Aaron and Naomi.



Rote Five—Naomi and Aaron

i. Aaron, son of Jcphan, lived in the land at that time,
and his wife was Naomi, daughter of | ameth. And they
saw the Pains that the Neplﬁih had visited upon the land,
and were angercd.

2. Thcy took counsel togcthcr, and wondered how thcg
might find the spirit of Petra, and sPeak with him. Aaron
tlﬁought that it mig}ﬁt be best to go down into the chasms,
and seek out the heart of the land. Naomi ’cl‘xought it would
be wisest to go to the highcst Point in the land, so that the
eyes of the land would turn towards her.

3. lt was decided that each should do as tlﬁey tlﬁougl’lt
best. T}’ucg Partcc{ in tears, and each carried the hope
that they might meet again in love.

4. Aaron went to the heart of the |and, and discovered
that all the foul spirfts, the lost, and the exiled had come
before him. And there, in the heart of the land, he learned
the wisdom of darkness.

5. Naomi went up to the lﬁelghts, and felt the power of
the airy Placcs, and the spirits thereof; she was trans-
Formcd, and the sPirit of Fctra fell upon hcr, and shone
around her.

6. Aaron came up from the c{ePths, and Proplﬁesied to
the Peoplc that tl’ncg would be freed of the Ncphili. And
he led them forth into the desert, and Placcd them into an
order of his Iiking, the tribes.

7. Naomi came down from the l'leiglﬁts, and made war on

the Ncphili.



Rote Six—T he Orc]cring of the T ribes

i. And Aaron shared his lcadcrship with ten chiefs, but

kept his children and their wives, and their wives families to
himself. T hus, eleven tribes were made.

2. Naomi allowed those who would come unto her to do
so. And she immersed them in water, and brought them
forth, giving them a new birth, and making of them the
servants of Fetra, a twelfth tribe.

%. T he tribe of Naomi told her of the tribe of Aaron,
and of the othcrs, and thcy set forth and met.

4. Aaron looked on Naomi, and his heart hardened,
tlﬁinking she would not want him any more; Naomi looked
on Aaron, and, because of the power that was in hcr, saw
the evil that had grown in him, and dcsPiscd him.

5. Yet still did Aaron P|eclge that theg should stand
united. | hat twelve tribes would bear arms to drive out
the Ncphili into exile and death.

6. So it was done; the Nephih were driven down into
the [and, and were sealed up in ancient crgpts, and many
seals were laid upon ’cl'lcm, that tl’xeg migl‘nt never walk the
land anon.

7. But Sheol did escape their grasp, and cursed them,
saying;

8. “Tl’xosc tl’uat, as ’cl—xcg die, are not taken unto Fctra,
shall be given unto me. And when cnough of them have
come, I shall return unto you, and shall ravage the land

evermore.”



Rote chcn—Aaron’s Law

i. Naomi went from the Placc of the tribes, and Aaron
called all of the leaders of the tribes together, saying;

2. “T}ﬁis is the law that | shall give unto you. |f any break
this |aw, then let them be stoned.”

3. “No one o]cgou shall slay another.”

4. “No one oFgou shall take the Proper‘ty of another.”

5. “No one opgou will take others to be slaves.”

6. “For those who sell themselves as slaves, seven years
shall be the term of service.”

7.“No one of you shall bear false witness.”

8. “(ive respect unto the servants of Naomi, for t!’xey
will know the way of the land.”

9. “(Give obedience to my servants, for thcy shall know
the way of the Peop[e.”

0. “(nto cach one of you shall be given a seal; wear
this about your neck, to close all written works.”

1. And the PeoP|e heard the words of Aaron, and saw
that there was wisdom in them. Tl’IUS, these laws became
the laws of the tribes and of the land.

12. [rom the criPPlcd, who could do no work, the tribes
sent a number unto Aaron, to learn the ways oxcjustice.
These learned, and returned unto the tribes, carried in

majcstg bg many slavcs‘ T}'}Cy were ca”ccljuclgcs‘



Rote E_ight— Naomi and Fctra

i. Naomi flew from the others, and went up onto the
highest Point. There, she cried out, saying;

2. “Why have you let this be? T hou, oh land, have given
unto me great power, and have transformed me. Now ] am
sacrificed, forsaken and unloved.”

3. And Petra’s voice came from the mountain, saying:

4. “As thou art, so am l Ancl l am without arms to hold
my beloved, without lips to kiss her. And so | shall keep
her, even as myscl]c, a }Jcing sct apart from all others,
unaging, unclging. She shall not walk among them in quiet;
nor shall l.”

5. Naomi knew that it was her that Petra spoke of, and
grew bitter, saying:

6. “ltis not love that you extend. [tis not l’]aPPiness you
give your love. [t is on!g etemity‘ [f | am not to walk again
among the Pcoplc in peace, even as thou, then let there be
a reminder to you of this”

7. Naomi then took the clothes she had worn in her
9outl‘1, and filled them with ﬂax, Fas}‘nioning thus the shape
of a man. This she hung upon a Polc, on the arms of a
copper crescent, and said:

8. | et this boég l’lang here; look well upon it, for you
are as it is; a tl‘ning, suspcnc{cd in the skﬂ, that cannot walk,
nor see, nor spcak. And the love of this thing would be

more gentle than your own.”



Rote Nine—Division of |_ands

i. One dag after the law was given unto the tribes,
Aaron sPoken to them again, saying:

2. “| et the lands be divided among the tribes, that theg
migh’c have their P|accs.”

3. T he tribe of Aaron shall rule from the Platcau at the
foot of the mountains, and build for me a city and a Pa]ace
tlﬁere; and that P|ace shall be called Tierzan’cum"’

4. “The tribe of Seth shall take their homes in the
mountains; thcy shall tend to the flocks. | et the mountains
be named, Thirrum, the |esser, and Tarrum, the greater.”

5. Tl’ue tribes of E_Pl’lrus, of DamaeL and of \/et!ﬁ, shall
go down into the valley of the river; they shall farm. | et the
valley be named Maob.

6. The tribes of Poaz and of | ometh will travel the
lengt!ﬁ of the river; tlﬁeg shall trade, and learn crafts.”

7. T he tribe of Amalech will go to the land around the
stagnant waters; let that Place be called Goclom.

8. T he tribes of Jevraim and of Samael will go into the
dcscrt; let that Placc be called Hith—fjhulu.

9. The tribe of Fli will go down into the chasm of the
waters. Let that Place be called Khadur.

10. T he tribe of Naomi will be given no Place. | et them

find rest and peace with whomever shall take them.



Rote Ten—T he Dcsccndancy

i. Aaron took two further women to wife, and thcg bore
him sons and c{augl’wters. OF these, Schimei was the
eldest, and the greatestin wisdom.

2. ln the Passing of time, Aaron became olc{, and went
unto his death. Yet as he |a3 dﬂing, he looked about him
and asked for Naomi, weeang that she was not with him.

5. Schimei became the ruler of the land, and took taxes
of the people, and built roads and docks for their use, and
he died. [is eldest son, Taphath, was strongest among
his children.

4. Taphatlﬁ became ruler of the Iand, and took greater
taxes of the PCOPIC‘ And the tribe of Jevraim revolted
against him, and hid in the desert, naming him Tgrant, and
they were not brought under rule again. Taphath built
granaries and storehouses, and he died. HHis second son,
Baasha, was the cruelest of all his children.

5. Baas}ﬁa became Tﬂrant, and oPPressed the PeoP]eA
He built monuments and statues, and raised up many of
the men of the tribe of Seth, and armed them, and Poured
the wealth of the land into his coffers. [is son, Mach
went out from him and unto the tribe of Naomi; he was
washed in water and given the new name, Azael. Paasha
was slain }33 the PeoPIc of his own tribe; stoned from the
rocnctops.

6. The sons and daughters of Baasha Fought in the

Palace and Poisoned one another, seeking to become

Tﬂrant‘



Kotc E_lcvcn—Azacl

i. Azacl went up to the Palacc at | ierzantum, and
spoke with the brothers and sisters of his 9outh. Theg
would not listen to }wim, and so he went forth from tlﬁem, and
went up onto Tarrum, to the highcs’c Placc‘

2. And there he cried out for Fetra, and beat his fists
against the stone of the land. rﬂe looked up upon the
Man of Straw, and, with Hoodg hands, called forth with a
hoarse voice.

3. Petra heard him, and was not Plcascd that any one
should come unto his sacred Place. Thus did he tear away
the stone beneath the feet of AzaeL

4. Azael fell, and landed far below, and began to die.

5. And Naomi came unto him, and gave him succor, and
took him up again to the high Places. And together, with
one voice, theg cried out for mercy, not for themselves, but
for the Pcoplc, who were lost and without wise rule.

6. Ancl F’etra heard t}ﬁem, and Azael was taken, and
transformed, and the spirit of the land fell upon him.

7. Urxto Azael, as unto Naomi, was givcn the power of
ﬂight. Light shone from him, goldcn in hue. His voice
became like unto the crack of a whiP; his sPeed like that of
the whirwind; his strengtl'l like the ox.

8. Azael was given the task onudgmcnt; the living and
the dead were his to Iag his power on, for Naomi was and is

too caring.



Kotc Twclvc—Thc Worc] of Azacl

I.Azacl descended from Tarrum unto Ticrzantum.

2. And all who lived in the Pa!ace there came forth from
that Place, and looked unto AzaeL who was above them in
the heavens.

3. Azael spokc to themina great voice, saying:

4. “Let the children of Baasha go unto the PeoP|e, and
to the leaders and elders of the tribes, and let those ones
choose who will lead them. And when the one who is
chosen has clicc], let their sons and daughtcrs do the same.
| et it be thus, evermore; and if any are to break this
compact and claim the rulership without the blessing of the
tribes, then | shall come unto you again, and shall strike
that one and all who follow thcm, and thcg shall go unto
Sheol, and be tormented until the curse is fulfilled.”

5. Azael went then unto the bosom of Fetra, with
Naomi, so that thcg might intercede for those who cried
out to Fetra, and let the prayers of the PeoPIe be heard.

6. T he children of Baasha heard this, and trembled that
there was one now who could lagjuclgmcnt over them.

7. The Peoplc, meanwhile, laughcc{ and danced in the
streets, that their cries would go unheard no more; and the
tribe of Boaz retreated unto their homes, and came forth
again with all their wine.

8. Thc Eldcrs saw that thcg could have their way in
this matter, and PreParecl demands.



Rotc Tl‘lirtccn—Thc Dcmancls of the E_lclcrs

i. T hus went the children of Baasha unto the elders of
the tribes, so the from them a new tyrant might be chosen.

2. T he tribe of Seth demanded that theg migl'lt be able
to take their flocks to whatever Places were not ?armccl, as
well as to the mountains.

5. The tribes of EPhrus, Damael, and \/eth demanded
that the granaries and storchouses be Put under the com-
mand of their tribes.

4. Thc tribes of Boaz and Lomcth demanded that the
collectors and counters of taxation be chosen from among
their numbers.

5. Tl‘lc tribe of Amalcd‘w demanded that unto them
should be given a tenth of the taxation of straw, that theg
might work bricks with the clay of Godom.

6. The tribe of 5amae| demanded that all the lesser
mountains of the desert should be their lands.

7. T he tribe of Jervaim threw spears at those who came
to speak

8. Tl‘:c tribe of [ li demanded no’ching, and gave giFts of
bronze to those who came to sPcak with them.

9. The tribe of Naomi demanded that theg be given a
Place of land within the holc‘ing of each tribe, there to build
a sacred P!acc, where might be given the birth of waters,
and where prayers might be given unto Petra, to Naomi,
and to Azael.

10. And Samajin, son of Paasha, agreed to all these
thir&gs, and became Tyrant.
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Rote Fourteen—T| he Decrees of Samajin

1. When Samajin had taken the Palacc, he decreed a
second code of law, which should be added to the first
code given bg Aaron.

2. That all the demands of the tribe should become the
Iaw, and these new lands should carry on forever.

5. That any who did not carry the secal of their name
around the neck were outcast, and were to be stoned.
The Punis}’umcnt for the breaking of a law was the
destruction of the seal, and the exile of the lawbreaker. [f
they came among men again, theg were to be stoned.

4. T}’xa’c the pa|ace would issue forth a standard
measure of coins, issued in golcl. T hese were to be the
Drachma, the Pricc of aloaf, the Shekcl, Pricc of a wcight
of olive oil, and the T alent, the Price of an ox.

5. T hat any who were found to Fa|5i£3 this coin or any
Pcrson’s scal, or to wear or kccP a seal not their own,
would be taken to the Pa|ace, where they should be l’lung
upon a Po|e and a crescent of copper, and tied to it, until
thcg died of lack of food. T hus would Fctra be made bit-
ter against them, and cast them away from his bosom.

6. That any one who broke a contract theg had sealed,
whether for business, for gambling, or for marriage, should
be treated as one who had worn a false seal.

7. T hat contracts with him should be issued to kecpcrs
of the law; and that any who Fought with them should be
treated as if theg had worn a false seal.

8. Tl‘lat all taxes would be one-tenth.
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Kotc ]:hctccn——rhc Sccrct of Vcc]a

i. Veda, first daughtcr of Baasha, lived in hate of her
brother Sama_jin, and sought to learn secrets of Darkness.

2. She went unto Klﬁadur, and descended therefn, and
learned what Aaron had learned, and became filled with
knowlcdge.

3. She went to the crypts of the Nephili there, and laid
down upon the seals, and spolce with them in c{reams, and
became evil, and found out the Placc where Sheol had
gone, and went to him.

4. Veda learned all the lore of Sheol, and took up his
banner. Yet still she knew fear; clespite her power, i she
were to rise up against her bro’chcr, she would surc|9 be
struck down bg Azacl, the warrior of Fctra.

5. Thus did \/eda go onto the Iancl, and bu}j for herself
a thousand scro”s, and write upon them the Fragments of
her imowlcdgc. There did she inscribe the secrets of
giving solid form to Darkness, and bringing it into service.
There did she name the Nephih, and give the Places of
their entrapment.

6. AndVeda Placcd these scrolls in many P|accs across
the land, knowing that theg might be found, and used, and
that the reigns of her brothers children would be forever
beset with troubles.

7. And Veda then went unto the tribe of Jervaim, and
married a warrior there, and bore him sons and daugl’lters,

and taught them secrets, and died.



Rote Sixteen— | he Children oFJcrvaim

i. After Samajin was Tgrant, his son Majcl was
Tgrant, and after Ma_jel, his c{aughter Salom; and after
her, her son Sing}ﬂamin‘

2. Maje] was Foolis}‘n, and spent his time in Pursuit of
P]casurcs, and did not see that strange children were born
in the tribe oucjervaim. [He exPanc{ecl the Palace, and built
into it many secret passages and chambers, . e built also
many hidden P|easurc~Palaccs; e died, and the secrets
of the passages, and of the Plcasurc Palaccs, were lost.

3. Salom was wise and forever readg to hear the counsel
of the Elders of the tribes, and she saw that many of the
tribe of Jervaim had returned in secret to the land, and
that thcg were monstrous of body and of thought. 5”76
raised up men and women from all the tribes, ca”ing them
the Amar, to hunt the children of Jervaim and to drive
them out again. Salom also built many watchtowers across
the land, where the Amar might replenislﬁ their weapons
and their stores.

4. Sigl‘namin was clever and warlike, and he drove the
children of the tribe of Jervaim back into the desert. Yet,
bg that time, the children of Jervaim had bred Iong among
one another, and were no Ionger men and women. And
thus was it decreed, that the tribe of Jervaim was no more
a tribe, and that the children of that line might be slain
wherever tlﬁeg might be found. Singhamin Postecl the
Amarto vigilance against any who might threaten the land.
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Rotc chcntccn—Thc CrgPts E_nsorcc"cc]

i. |t the time of Samajin, awakened by Veda, 51’160!
walked beneath the land, seeking to set free the NePhili.
And Sheol found that the seals which had been laid upon
their crypts could be oPcncd onlg be those without taint of
darkness.

2. ]n anger Sheol bid the darkness tear the crgpts from
the stone and crush them. And the darkness did as he bid
it to, but the crgpts were not c{cstrogcd‘ ]nstcacl, t!‘weg
were char\gcd in size, aPPcaring now as scalcdjars.

3. Sheol did laugh, and went out in the darkness, to that
Place beneath the land from whence the river springs,
under | ierzantum. Anc{ he cast the vessels into the water,
knowing that thcy would be borne up onto the land, where
they would drift in the river, and might be caught and
found.

4. Sheol did then return to the Placc he had created, to
lag himself back to sleeP. For Sheol sleeps across the
door where souls who are his 133 claim go to stay in waiting
for the end of nights, like a shepherd sleeps across the
door of the pen.

5. Yet Sheol did lie crookedlg across the door; and
since that time some of the SPirits of the dead have come
forth from that dark door, and walk the earth without flesh.

6. And since that time, some of the vessels of the
NCPl’lili have been Found, and some have not. Ancl some

have bCCﬂ OPCHCCL and some have not.
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Rote E_ightccn——rhc First of the Jars

i. |n the time of the Tgrant Ma_jcl, in the mud at the
banks of the river, a fisherman, whose name was /aul, was
the first to find ajar containing a Neplﬁili‘ [He took it to his
homc, and broke the seals upon it.

2. And in a comqagration of smoke and flame, the
NCPl’lili Dizael aPPearecl. Dizael fell to her knees, and
clutched at her eyes; Z_au| stood against his wa”, knees
weak in fear.

3. |n the Passing of a few moments, Zau[ overcame his
fear enough to sce that Dizael had no eyes, and bled
grievously. And Dizael spol(e, saying;

4. “Whatever mighty sorcerer you may be, to have freed
me from my Prison, know this; that | followed Shcol out of
fear only. Because you have freed me, | shall give you any
one wish that you name to me, but then l beg that you Put
me unto death, that Sheol might never lag hand to me
again.”

5. /aul knew then that she was one of the Nepl’lili, and a
sorcerer among, them. ] hus did he rcp|9} saying:

6. “Mg wife stands in the cloorwag, here. | will lead you
to her, and you shall cure her of her afflictions, which have
made her barren. T hen | slﬁa”give unto you what you have
asked.”

7. And it was as the Ncphili and the fisher agrced; and
the first son of the fisher's wife was named Rustamin, and

he was a hero of might‘
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Rote Ninctccn—Thc Fo“y of Ma}jcl

i. Thc Tgrant Majcl heard of what had haPPcncc{ to

the fisherman Zaul, and desired an increase in fortune and
in Pleasures as great. Tl‘lus did he have all the men of the
tribe of Aaron search the waters of Maob with great nets.

2. T he men of the tribe of Aaron did find such a vessel,
and brouglﬁt it swhctlg to the Tgrant, and Presentecl it.

3. Yet, tlﬁouglﬁ he labored greatlg, he could not open it.
And thus it waited within the walls of the treasury, where
he cursed it c{ailg.

4. Anc{ when Salom, the c]aughter of Ma_je!, was of
marriageable age, she was taken to see all of the Fa|ace.
And when she saw the treasury, her eyes fell ﬁrstb upon
thcjar. Majcl told her that it was a thing of sorcery, and
that whosoever might open it should have great power.

5. T hus it came that Salom openecl thejar containing
the second Ncphili to be found. And thus came forth the
NCPl’lili Daeva, who was their leader in war. Daeva turned
and issued a small nod to Salom, and then fell upon her
father Majcl, and devoured him unto the last morsel.

6. Salom ran from the Falace, and went unto the
Flders of the tribes, Pleadfng for their mercy and their
counsel. An& ’c}ﬁeg counseled her to learn the ways of
weapons from a young man that they knew, a hero whose
name was Rustamin.

7. And so she went, while at the same time, the NePhih
Daeva drove all the Peop!e out from the Pa|ace, and
bcgan to search out his brethren.

2%



Kotc Twcnty—Thc Hcrocs

i. Salom went to Rustamin, and he found her an able
PuPiI. The}j trained together, and it was not one turning of
the moon before she could step the {:ighting dance with
him, step for step.

2. Yet they differed in temper and in tactics. Rustamin
was a mightg oak of a man, and stood his ground come
whatever may, stric{ing forth to meet his foes tooth to
tooth. Salom stagcd her distance, and struck forth with
darts diPPcc{ in the stings of scorPions. And never did any
throw thejavelin with greater purpose.

5 \When t}neg had done with their training, theg turned
their faces to the Palacc‘ On the Journeg, thcg were
assaulted three times.

4. The first assault came of the children of Jervaim.
T hese were gaunt, and Hairg; on all four limbs t]’leg came,
and with sharpcncd teeth thcg bit. Rustamin strode forth,
and slew them.

5. The second time, they were met bg the forces of
darkness; and Rustamin carried Salom on his shoulder,
and went through, though he froze and his beard fell off.

6. The third assault, at the very gate of Palace, came
from Daeva himself. Rustamin put Salom behind him, and
she slippecl away. And Daeva came forth, and crushed
Rustamin to his knees with his might\g sword.

7. Yet Salom struck Daeva from the side, and killed
him with the venom of l’uerjave|in; and she became Tgrant
and married Rustamin shor‘tly after.
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Rotc Twcntg-Onc—Thc Malcing of the Amar

i. A]C’ccr Salom was made Tgrant, she forbade that the
vessels of the NePhili be oPenecl in the land, and raised up
a force of men and women. | hese she named the Amar,
and put her husband Rustamin at their head.

2. Salom chose wise men and women from amongst the
tribes, and aPPointed them as Viziers. Theg gave her
council, and she made war on the tribe of Jervaim.

3. And the Amar found that the children of Jervaim
had gathcrcd their might for a full generation, and many of
both kinds were killed.

4. And the [ lders of the tribe of Samael were called
forth from the desert, and were qucstioncc{ concerning the
children of Jervaim. And it was found that thcg had given
of their tribe to marry those of Jervaim, and had taken the
children of Jervaim to marriage.

5. Salom sent Rustamin and the Amar forth, and thcg
Purgecl the tribe of Samael, and killed those who would
keep their ties with Jervaim’s children.

6. By the time that this purge had come to an end,
Singhamin, the son of Salom, was grown to manhood.
Salom, who had had three other children besicles, went
then down to the tribe of Naomi, and took the second
birth, and became |sabeth. Anc{ lsabctlﬂjoined the Amar,
and wed Rustamin again.

7. Singhamin became Tyrant, and sent forth his
Parents and the Amar, and t}’xeg slew the children of
Jervaim wherever thcg could be found.
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Kotc Twcntg-Two—Thc 5cconc| Birth

i. Singhamin was made Tyrant, and went down to the
tribe of Naomi, and took the second birth, and took as his
new name Singhamin. And the [T lder of the tribe knew
not what to make of this act, and qucstioned him, saying;

2. “What do you mean 139 this? We give the second
birth as adoPtion into our tribe. ]t is not an act for those
who simplg wish to be washed !33 others!”

3. Singl‘namin rcPIicc{ to him, saying:

4. “How grecdy you arel ]t is through water that the
PeoP!e of the land came unto it. Do you think that your
tribe is the on13 tribe that Petra cares for? [Here am |,
chosen by the tribes to bring order and peace to the land,

and you would dcny me the consecration of my anccstrg?”

5. Ancl the Elder of the tribe of Naomi Pondered this,
and shared these words with all the tribe. T he tribe closed
all the doors of their sacred Placcs, and gathcrcd togcthcr.

6. In the fullness of time, the tribe of Naomi returned to
their sacred P!aces, and did declare that any mig}'xt do as
Sing}’uamin had done, taking the second birth without
changing their name. | hus, all of the children of the land
could show that theg cared for Petra, without becoming
one of the tribe of Naomi.

7. Further, it was written thus on all the gates of the
sacred Placcs:

8. “For all the People of the Ianc{, unto the glorﬂ of
Petra, and Naomi, and Azael, who have given us all that we

have.”
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Kotc Twcnty-TI‘nrcc—Thc Fcnc]an'n

i. One of the brothers of the Tgrant Samajin was
FPendar. |n the time of Samajin, decrees had been laid
that the Famib of Fenc{ar should be the one to shatter the
personal scals of oathbreakers, and of those who defied
the law.

2. Bg the time of Singl’lamin, the Pendarin, who were
also of the tribe of Aaron, numbered two hundred and
thirty. T hey made no contracts, and carried, in Placc of a
sca|, a chisel of alabaster with which thcg broke the seals.

3. lt came to pass that one of the Fenclarin found a
sea|edjar; the seals were examined, and it was determined
that t!ﬁcjar contained a Ncplﬁili‘

4. T he Pendarin took the vessel, and with many of their
chisels broke it apart, and the NePhili within it was slain,
and did not come forth.

5. Petra saw this, and looked with g|adncss upon these
ones. }je sent Azae[, there]core, unto them. And unto the
chisels of the Pendarin Azael gave power,, saying:

6. “f the chisel of a Fcnclarin touches the seal of one
accused, and thcg are guilty, the seal shall break, and the
accused shall fall dead. Put if tlﬁeg are innocent, and their
accuser gives the accusation in malice, then the seal of the
accuser shall break, and the accuser fall dead.”

7. 50 it was, and so it is; let a”, even the Amar, fear the

Justice of the Pendarin.
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Kotc Twcnty-f:our—_rhc Cult of the Bcast

i ]n the carly times of Salom, there came up from Maob
a man named Pandin. T his man wore neither seal nor
clothes, and his hair and beard were Iong; he was f:i|t!'13 and
snarled like unto a beast.

2. The Amar came unto him, thinking he was a child of
Jervaim; until he spoke to them, saying;

5. “Behold! The foulness of tlﬁought has laid it’s hand
on you, and you move to slag the l‘)o|9 beast! Know this,
children; that the habits of man are his Fo”g. | ook, see, |
am a beast; thou art beasts, likewise. (Cast off your Fo”g,
run with me!”

4. And the Amar, hcaring this, tl'lougl'lt that he was mad,
and called for the children of Naomi to take him and care
for him, as is their way.

5. Yet, as t}neg waited, Pandin spol(e on, te”ing the
Pcop]c that theg had come unto the land naked and
mew|ing; likewise theg would leave it. And thefj wore flesh,
as beasts c{ic{; thus were theg beasts.

6. The voice of Pandin brooked no argument; his
hoarse crackle ran over the crowd like ’c}nmdcr, and theg
believed. Bandin told them to do as theg bodies bid them.
| lust, rut. |n anger, strike. |n Pain, howl; and all things
likewise.

7. One of the Amar, }Jclieving, struck him in anger.
Thus Bandin died. Yet there were those who remained
as believers; ye shall find them, naked and mewling, all
about the land. Havc Pitﬂ on them.
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Rotc Twcntg—Fivc—TI‘nosc Who Wa“( In Shaclow

i. The writ of Veda has not gone awry in purpose.
Some few of her manuscripts have been found, and a few
put to use. T hose who use such things are said to walk in
shadow.

2. You shall know a shadow-walker bg three signs. I:irst,
they carry no light; their eyes are recast for darkness.
Second, any who are tainted bg darkness fall to their
whims; some of them surround themselves with the children
of Jervaim. T hird, thcy dwell in secret, and spcnc{ much of
their time in stuclg.

3. The powers of the shadow-walkers are over
darkness, within and without. By exerting their shaclowg
humour, thcg may animate shadows to reach forth and do
their bic{ding. Theg may also exert this humour to control
the darkness within others.

4. Thosc of the shaded ones who have sPcnt years in
stuc{3 can reach begonc{ the veil of the land, into utter
darkness begond. From t}ﬁence, t}weg call forth the forms
of great beasts to serve them.

5. The Amar hunt those who walk in darkness, and
ciestrog their studies. | his tlﬂey do with fire, the Iight that
cleanses. No imagining nor sorcery of the shaded ones
may withstand the clcansing fame.

6. ITC ever a dark stranger comes unto you with sweet

whispers, bring near\rjoumqame and test them.
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Rotc Twcnty-Six—Thc Unmac]c chond

i. Many have gone gorth, and some rctumcd, unto the
very edge of the clesert, far beyonc’ the wanderings of the
tribes. | here theg heard the whisperec{ voices of those
who dwell bcyonc{ the veil of the land.

2. As thcg walked bcyoncl into the sand, thcy saw many
wonders. Ten c{ags Past the wandering homes of the
Samael, tlﬁeg began to find islands of stone amid the sand.
E ach had it's own strange magic, and kinds of beast and
men unknown to the land dwelt there. And from the high
P!aces of that part of the land, thefj said that theg could
see otherlands, spinning far off in the slcy‘

3. Twentg c{ags out, tl‘xeg faced vast storms of sand and
blinc{ing winds. Most turned back.

4. Only one has ever gone begonc’ these storms, and
returned unto the land. Tl‘lis one was Al’lmae!, of the tribe
of Boaz. He returned unto the 1and, and went down to
the tribe of Naomi, and took the second birth. Silence he
took as his new name; on13 once since that time has he
spokc, saying:

5. “chond the sand is the cdgc of the land, and the velil
of darkness. And in it dwell spirits yet unborn, and sPirits
cast out. Hence]corﬂ'u, madness shall be my lot.”

6. Tl‘:us, the word came up from the tribe of Naomi; that
dangcr dwelt in the far dcsert, and utter darkness Iag
begond; any who seck knowledge there are doomed.
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Rotc Twcntg—chcn—Tl‘nc Frovcrbs of the Tribcs

1. OF Aaron: [f you wish to gain the attention of
another, sPeak suc{denlg of what theg love. IIC you wish to
gain the love of another, suclclenb multiply what tlﬁeg love.

2. OF Sctl‘n: Tl’xc man on high sees all that surrouncls;
the man below does all that must be done.

5. O)C Ephrus: Let no one with clean hands say that
tlﬁeg love the land. T o love is to |ag hands on; this is true
of land, of life, and women and men.

4. Of Damacl: Thcre are three times; the doing, the
watching, and the resting.

5. Of Veth: The strengtl’x of a man is written in the lines
of his face. T he strcngt)‘w of a woman is written in the
words of her mouth.

6. O]C Boaz The man Pleasecl tells his Fami|3 alone; the
man sligl’lted tells all that he meets. T hus, if you slig!ﬁt any,
expect il treatment.

7. OFf | _ometh: ]¥3ou give the poora coin, they spend it;
i{:you send them to work, theg return with a coin Forﬂou.

8. OF Amalccl‘w: This can be said of pottery, of houses,
and of Pcoplc; it is not their shaPc that makes them worthg,
but the spaces within.

9. OF i |n time, all H’n’ngs become less what theg were
and more what was made of them. Ma‘(c; do not be made.

10. Of Samael: That which can be bought has no
value. The Price of all true things must be Paid in blood.

11. OFf Naomi: T hose who walk with hands clasped

stuch lCSS, anc{ never ga”



Rote Twcnty-E_ight—Thc Song of Singhamin

i.“C_ome unto me, daughtcr of star|ight?
I shall take you out of shadow.”

2. “At the sigl‘xt o)cyou | ]cap;
V\/hen ] reach you ] shall kneel.”

3. “] shall hold your head with my left hanc{;
You shall touch my shoulder with your rigl‘xt hand.”

4. <] will }Jring your skin to the air;
| will lie with you upon the sand.”

5. “] shall Put my seal into the clay’s SOIC’CHCSS;

Our marriage will be eternal and unshakeable.”

6.“QOut of us shall come a son;

Into our home we shall take a daugl’mter.”

7. “Hc shall take war to the beasts;

Shc shall give peace to the Pcoplc.”

8.“T hou, oh daughter of Naomi
Wed this son of Aaron!”

9. Thus spoke the Tgrant Singhamin unto the woman
[ sthezad of the tribe of Naomi, who became his wife
thereafter.
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E_sthczac]

[ sthezad was a child of Naomi. [er father cared for

the mad; her mother sPoke at the temPle near the Palace, in
Tierzantum. 5ince both her Parents were converts to the
tribe, she had no otl‘ncr)tamilg.

Ncithcr of her Parcnts was well Paid, and because theg
wished to found a strong Famfly, theg had many children.
Thus, for want of coin, Esthezac! had no tutor; she went
instead to the marlcct, and sPokc with the merchants there.
V\/hen a caravan or a bargc arrivcd, she found the most
expansive and outspoken of it’s crew, and listened as they
related the tale of tlﬁeirjoumeg. She did the same with
lone travc|ers, and with the scouts of the Amar‘

Thus, as she grew into womanhood, her store of tales
grew. When her brothers and sisters gathered around l’ler,
and asked her to tell them a storg, she would fill their ears
with all the wonders of the land.

[Her brothers and sisters told their friends of these
marvelous tales, and the dag came when there were more
children in the market bcgging for a story than there were
merchants to give new stories to [ sthezad. So she found
a secat at the eclge of a fountain, and bid the children
gatlﬁer around her, so that tlﬁeg all could hear.

Urxl(nown to l’ICF, the son of the Tgrant Salom was in
the market that day. [His name was Singhamin, and he
came to listen as she began to sPin a tale; the first of many

she would tell.
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Jonabac‘, the Mcrcl‘lant

“Jonabad the merchant, who is even now trading on the
river, told me this story.

Once, as he was with a caravan, and Preparing to set
out into the desert, the E_lc!er of the tribe of Naomi came
to him, and put in his hand a go|dcn ring topped with an
alabaster seal. The seal was a Picture of a 1Cin613~macie
Pitcher, of the kind used }39 the tribe of Naomi to give the
second birth.

Jonabad rccognizcc{ the ring as the seal of office used
bg the [ lder of the tribe, and asked the [Flder what this
action meant. | he [~ lder told him that, far into the desert,
there was a tcmplc of Naomi, and that a man there had
been chosen to take the Eldership. f:urthcr, that hc, the
current Elcler, had M(ely become a IePer, and thus must
step down from the Positfon with all haste.

Jonabad, who was of the tribe of Lomcth, could not
understand wl’lg he had been given this errand. Yet he was
told that it had been seen in the Pazaars and at the dock
that he cheated nobodg, and was thus trusted.

Thus did simplc Jonabad the merchant, child of
| ometh, come to carry the seal of Naomi’s tribe into
Hitl’vél’lulu, the desert. Yet even as he went out, greed
overcame him, and he tl'lougl'lt to take the ring out of his
pouch, and put it on his hand.

And this he did; but even as it slid onto his hand, the
desert itself shook, and openecl up like a great maw, and
Jonabad was swallowed up bg the land.”
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ln the Bc"y of the Lancl

« Jonabad found himself in a Placc of complctc
darkness, and cast all about himself. [Je found that his
camel had fallen with him, though it's neck was broken and
it was dead.

uPon the camel were all his needs; a skin of wine, one of
water, five loaves of bread, and two torches. Anc{ so he
took these tlﬁings, and lit one of the two torches.

Jonabad was grcatlg surpriscc{ to find that he was not
alone. All around him, in the darkness, were mangjackals.
Theg looked at him ca[m|3, and circled, waiting for his Iiglﬁt
to go out. T}ﬁe on13 way that led from his stong Prison was
a narrow cave, and that was blocked bg many of tl‘xejacl(als‘

[e waved the torch toward thoscjackals at the cave
mouth; tl'weg growlecl and barked at him, and crouched
down to leaP. So he sat behind his camel, and wept.

|n time, his first torch bcgan to burn down, and so he lit
the second. _Jonabad then Hung the first, what remained
of it, into the cave that led from the cell of stone in which he
rested. | here he saw that the cave divided, and went in
many dircctions, and one of those passages seemed to
lead quards.

Jonabad waited further, and }Degan to pray. [He cried
out to Azael to ask what he had done to deserve this fate;
and the torch spat burning Pitch onto the Fx’nger where he
had Put the ring. Thus, he c]roPPec{ down the torc}w, and
Pu”ed the ring from his hand. e lifted it to throw it into

the quarc{ cave, in hopcs that it at least miglﬂt survive.”
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The Light of the Ring

“«As Jonabad lifted the ring and seal of the tribe of
Naomi, a bright Ifgl'\t came out of it, and Jonabad and the
Jaci(a|5 were blinded.

After a short time, the light abated to the brightncss of
a 1amP. Jonabad looked, and saw that all thcjackals Iag
about him in great humilitg. [He restrained himself from
cursing them, knowing that theg had done onlg what it was
their nature to do.

As Jonabac{ walked out of the stone cell he had fallen
into, the Jacka[s drew back from him in silence and
reverence. And as he Passed the lastjackal, he reached
out and touched it, and blessed it for carrying the lesson
of Azael to him.

[-e wandered then, with the ring Iigl—rting his Patl’l, among
the many caves beneath the !and, and tlﬁouglﬁ’c that he
heard others moving, there as well.  After a time of
wandering, he came upon a c;oorwag, with a great crowd
gatlﬁered on the other side. And the span of the frame
was blocked in part by a great stone, covered with dust.

Thosc on the other side bcggcd of him to reach across
the Frame, and catch them up, one bg one, and deliver them
out of the Place where theg were ’crapped.

Jacobad reached over, and Pu“cd from that Place a
slender woman, IiFting her over the stone. Yet as he did so,
the stone shifted, and Jacobad saw that it was the form of
a mightg tlﬁing that miglﬁt once have been a man. T hus he
knew that he had stolen from 5}'}601 one of his own.”

37



At the door of Shcol

« Jonabad shrank away, kxwowing then that he had made
an enemy of the greatest of the Nephili. He tumecl, 50
that he mig!ﬁt begin to run.

Anc{ then, a cold hand fell upon him from behind, and
the strcngth ran out of him. e turned, so that he might at
least see the face of the one he had angered before he
died. Yet he did not see what he had ’chought.

lt was the spirit of the maiden that touched him, and
she bcgan then to stroke his shoulder gcntlg. Though
Jacobad was a fair man, he was not wise; he surrendered,
and sat, resting his head in her lap, as she stroked at his
hair. And her hands began to grow warm upon him

Then, Jacobad heard the }Jarking of ajackal in the
cave, and saw it running towards him. [Je saw that it was
the samejacka! that he had blessed, and reached out his
hand to slaP it away.

Yet, even as he reached out, he saw that his hand was
Pale and thin. [He turned, and saw that the g}'}ostb maiden
was ncarlg solic{; and he knew then that she had been
stealing the life out of him. Only thcjackal had saved him
from his death.

50, he cauglﬁt up the maiden, and threw her back Past
the door of Shcol‘ As she flew bcyonc{ it, he felt all his
strcngth return to him.

Jacobac{ turned then to tl'\ejackal, and bid it to lead him
out onto the land; this it did, and he delivered the ring. [He
blessed thcjackal a thousand times; and it follows him still.»
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T he Notice of Singhamin

After [ sthezad had finished this tale, she saw that
many men and women, as well as the children, had gathered
around. Theg clamored that she tell them another tale, but
she said that she must return to her home to clean out the
washing basins, and to make what Prcparations she could
for the next c{ag.

The People who stood around said then that she must
return the next clag, and tl’ueg collected toget)‘wer a purse of
gold, so that she would remember.

And one young man, a handsome 3outh in simPIe
clothes, who carried himself with vast confidence, asked if
he mig}’ut l‘IClP her with the chores. [ sthezad was
surPriscd; she had always thought that she was uglg, yct
this 9out}1 was clearlg asicing ifhe might try to court her.

So it was that [T sthezad took unto her home, without
knowing, the son of the Tgrant, whose name was
Singhamin.

And when she asked him who he was, he said that he
was a poet. Further, he said that he had no name; he did
not know his parents, and had not taken a name for himself.

[ stherzad thought that this mean that he was an
orPlﬁan, and one of strange manners. But that was not
what Sing}’uamir\ meant at all. T hat nigl'lt, Singhamin
spoke with the Parcnts of Esthczad, and thcg gucsscc{ at
who he was, but kePt silent. Yet, because theg were
curious to see what might occur, theg told Esthezad to go
and spcak again, and that tl'lcg blessed the cour‘tsl’n'P.
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The Second T ale

Esthczacl came to the market on the second day, and
took the same seat as on the day before. The crowd

returned to !’xer, and Sing}ﬁamin was among tlﬁem, t}wougl’l
he kcp’c himself hidden.

“Since | have alreadg told you of one of the exPeditions
of Jonabad the mercl’lant, ] can harc”g stoP there. You
see, Jonabad has gone out on seven expeditions in all, and
on each he has met with adventure. Yet onlg two of these
adventures are for the ears of chilc]ren; if you wish to hear
the otlﬁers, you must have me tell them another Place‘

On his second cxPec{ition, _Jonabad l‘)oped to discover
a gemstone mine out in the desert, bcgoncl the lands of the
tribe of Samael. T his would, without question, bring him
great wealth.

Thus he J’oincc{ a caravan that was bound for the
farthest reaches of Samael’s tribal lands. Once there, he
told the others that he wanted to seck out further fortune
bcgonc{‘ T hus, he took his camel and set out, seeing that
thc)ackal he had befriended followed at some distance.

Seven clags he went out into the clesert, and then he
saw above him a mightg shadow. [t was in the shape of a
vast bird; and he knew from what the tribesmen of Samael
had told him that this was the Rocathan, the greatest bird
that ever was. Ancl Jonabacl hastened to get down from
his camel, so that he could hide beneath it.

As he dismounted, the bird swooped, catching him up.”
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Kocathan

«“The Rocathan c{roPPccl Jonabad into a vast nest, and
depar’ced. There were many eggs within, each the height
of a man. |n his lﬁunger, _Jonabad thought that he might
break open one of these eggs, and feast. Thcn one of the
eggs bcgan to shift.

Jonabad cast about l’\fmselmc, and found that there were
many Fresh|3~slain camels and desert creatures |3ing about.
Hc realized that these morscls, as well as !’n’msc”, were
meant as food for the ﬂcdglings that were about to hatch.
50 he took up the bitten-off Ieg of a camel, and Preparec{
to Fight and die, Praying into his beard.

The Ffirst ﬂcdgling broke free of it's shell, and
immcc{iatcly felt about itself. Fincling the other eggs, it
broke them open with it's beak. _Jonabad was unsure if
the creature was setting it’s brethren free or murdering
thcm, so he stagcd back.

Finished, the ﬂedgling turned towards him. Since he
had been shaken so violent|3, Jonabad was left with no
weapon but the leg; thus, he struck at the young bird with
it. The lcg was caught and quickly devoured.

This continued for a time, with Jonabad lhcting any
animal or Por’cion he could lift, and ﬂinging it into the mouth
of the beast. [t became more )’ogous and frantic, until
Fina”y it knocked Jonabad from the Egrc in its wild ﬂailing.

Jonabad tumbled end over end down rocks until he was
b[eeding, battered, and half dead.

He fellinto a stupor”
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At the Foot of the Crag

« Jonabad awoke to feel his face bcing licked. e
oPenecl his eyes and found his Frien&, thejackal. r*!e also

saw his camel nearby, with many sma”jackalmips on it’s
hind end. |t seemed that thcjackal had found him, and
brought the camel along. Hc Iaughcd, and s|ow13,
Paimcung, rose to his feet, using a haunch he had meant to
feed the young Rocathan as a crutch.

As he mounted the camcl, he saw that the haunch l‘lad,
imbedded in it, many clear gemstones. [He looked to the
crag and saw that near the top of it, not ten cubits below
the nest, was a great outcroPPing of gems.

Laughing, Jonabacl scolded himself for his Follg, Pickcd

the gems out of the meat, and turned towards home.”

Esthezac‘ finished her storg, and Prepared to go home.
Shc was met }39 the Amar, who took her under guard, and
took her up to the Palace. There, she was taken to the
throne room of the Tﬁrant, which sat emptg.

5}’16 was seated in c}‘wains, on the most comfortable of
seats. A” around, the Amar and the servants erected
Poles, until she sat in a loose-framed wooden cage. Then,
wide scarlet veils were thrown over the cage, sO that it was
a box, tl’lrougl‘n the sides of which one still mig}‘wt glimpsc the
shapcs of things outside.

Some persons entered the room, and arranged
themselves upon the dais. Esthezac‘ heard one of them

murmuring to anotl'lcr; then a man’s voice rang out.
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An Tgrannical Dictate

[ sthezad was bid to tell another story, and if it did not
Please, then she would surelg die before the moon rose
again. Since she had not given of the money from the
market to the tax collectors, she would pay, cither with a
story or with her life, to the Tyrant.

Esthezacl began her tale.

“Onccj in a household of the dcsert, the leader of a
Familg ruled cruc”g. [Je also boasted constant|9 of his
virilitg, and mocked those around him.

As this man went about this he saw that one of his sons
had taken to drawing out the Plants and animals of
Hith~5hu1u, and dcscribing all that thcg did. The boy
had a set of scrolls. T he bog held these in girlish fashion,
between two Fingers, and at the ends of the wraPPing
Posts onlg.

The father was rePe”ec{ ]33 the sight of this, and
tlﬁought that his son migl’lt grow to become one of those
men who is taken in bed }39 other men. He could not stand
this thought, and thus took the boy from his scrolls, and
put him to harder labors, hoping this would cure him of his
affectations.

]nc{cccl, the }305 seemed to take a more virile stance at
labor, and onlg returned to his strange Posturing when
hanc”ing the scrolls. The bog sPoke of the beaut}j of the
desert and the writing he had done with such Poetic Fancg
that the father tore his beard in anger.
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How It E_nclccl

“Thc father put him to harder labor, and that too
seemed to worl<3 the bog grew muscular and began to make
advances towards women.

Put then, one night, the father saw that he had taken up
a scroll again, and held it in that same way. Rushing in, the
father griPPed the paper Firmlg, and tore it apart, as the
bog watched in horror.

The father then fell dead. T his was because the paper
was made from the needles of a Poisonous herb. It was the
intention of the boy to create a poem in the Antithetic
st3|e, and to create Poetic contrast }33 setting down in ink
the bcautg of the desert on one of it's most clcac”g herbs.

The Family all heard this tale, and thcg bcgan to
understand wisdom. |t is wise to question a thing

ca utiouslg before &estroging it.”

[ sthezad finished this story, and the man on the other
side of the veils broke into laughter; he tore down the veils
with one hand. T hen [ sthezad saw that he was Rustamin,
master of the Amar, and that the Tyrant Salom was with

him, upon the throne. Rustamin sPoke.

“Cl‘n’ld, my son Sing}‘namin speaks of you constantlg,
but he is not brave enough to ask our permission to court
you Fu”g. We knew that the on|3 way to help him would be
to match him with one who had courage, like you. So, if

you will court him, we will bless it.”
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Wisdom



AdOICSCCﬂCC

“Tonight? No? Why Not? Oh.... Lucky. | wish my
mother was among the Amar. ] hen d get trained in
weapons too. As it is, my Fatherjust keeps Pushing me.
As if carpct—wcaving Brings excitement. Just because he
does it, doesn’t mean | have to.

We” t}ﬁen, what do you do tomorrow? Yes, yes, we all
wake up, prepare and break our fast. Anc{ ] know that we
both have two turns of the moon before we stoP taking our
lessons in script from that old coot. | mean after that.

By Petra, can’t you bejus’c a little late going home? |
know your father a|w335 catches you when you lie, but you
dor’t have to. No, rca”g,_just tell him 4 went for a walk with
Omar, and we stoppcd for a while in the orchard. T hen |
walked home.’ It’” be true.

| isten gfrl, do you want to be my intended or not? [f we
dorn’t consummate soon, it wont be worth it to me.
Already, the others give me trouble. Omar the imPotent,
tlﬁeg say; | can’t live under it for |ong‘ No, we can’tjust
Pretenc{ that we did. T he others will ask cnoug}ﬂ qucstions
that theyll know.

When l have to stand on my own, and it won’t be Iong,
the other men must hear that ] am caPabIe of gettfng all the
needs of a man without wasting money. And you must look
unblemished, | know.

Yes! A Perpect ideal | et’s do it; if we have a tablet of
|ntent, your virtue and my virilitg will both be without
ques’ciorx “““ fjha” we celebrate carly’?”
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Aclol:)tion

“There is no shame in it, Ramajin. | am your third wife,
and no children have 3et been made. It may be that a curse
has been laid on you, but what of it?

When one goes to marry, does not one of those in the
marriage change their tribe, and be adopted into a new
one? ]t is thus,)ust as surelg as the children of Naomi use
the second birth to take new members.

[f we leave before moonset, we could be within
Tierzantum by the time it rises again. T hen, we could go
to the houses of Aaron’s tribe, and read what has been
written on their walls. T hose who cannot afford the
children thcg have, and wish to see them well regarc”ess,
often give notice there, in the waxen Plaqucs of those walls.

Then, dearest Rama_jin, we could go from one Posting to
another, until we find the Perpect child.

Of course you must come as welll [low am | to know all
those tiny things that will make a goocl son for you? And
how are those who birthed him to be reassured bg us, if
you do not come?

]_:_nough of your moaning, You are a merchant, not a
warrior. | ven if you could find this sorceress, what would
you Fig}'xt her with?

No. ]t is NOT the blood of the Parents that makes
the child. lt is the love and the wisdom that is shown them.
| you treat the bog as a rePIacement child, then that is all
that your relation to them shall be. Holding back your

inheritance for an heir will orx19 Poison the child we take in.”
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Agriculturc

“My new son! Wclcomc to the tribe of E_Phrus. Now,
sit; it is time you began to learn the ways of the farmer, and
of the land.

The soil of the land is of varied qualitg. Onlg scrub
grows in Hith~5hu|u; nothing grows in Godom, Khadur,
or | ierzantum. |t is on the s|oPes of Tarrum and T hirrum,
and in Maob, that the farmer thrives. [Down the sloPes of
the va”eg, nearer to the river, is greatlg fertile land, where
any Plant may be made to grow.

CroPs are watered bg rain alone; all farmland is uPhi” of
the water sources. |t rains in Maob when the moon is
ciown, once every two or three nigl‘xts, as well as on more
irrcgular occasions.

We farmers raise crops sufficient to feed ourselves, our
Families, and Per!’laps twenty other persons each, but on|3
half the farmers of the land grow food crops. V\/c, as you
have no doubt secen, raise olives, the most blessed P]ant.

Man3 of the farmers on the edge of Maob Practice a
rotation of crops, allowing the herdsmen of the Tribe of
Scth to use them while fallow. Thc farmer and sons tend
the ?ielcls; the women of a farm tend to the houschold and
the animals.

Most farms are almost completelg self-sufficient, even
to the extent of making their own tools. We do need to
trade for meta|s, Potterg, bricks, and quurg gooc{s,

however.”
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Animals and |nsects

“ch, tcachcr, l can recite the names and uses of the
animals. Okag; ready?

Man’s animals are Camels, Cats, Dogs, Goats, Sheep,
and Oxen. Camcls are used for ric{ing and |oacl~bcaring,
Dogs and cats are used to Patrol against intruders and
vermin; goats and slﬁeeP are herded }33 the tribe of Seth
for their wool, milk, and meat. (Oxen are used in Maob as
Plow animals.

Foxes, [ares, chnas, Jackals, Mice, Lcopards, and
Scorpions are all wild. [Hares are hunted for their meat;
the others are avoided or killed accorc{ing to their threat.

Doves, Hawks, Vultures, Ravens, and QOwls all live in
the air above the land. Dovcs are cagcd and }Jred; the rest
are ignorecl orkilled, as Possible.

Trout, Cat?islﬁ, and Carp are the most commonlg
noted of the fish of the land; all live in the river. (Godom’s
waters contain no life. All three are gathered with net and
with Fishing~spear.

Antsj Becs, Flcas, Locusts, and Spic{crs all can be
found as well. Ant colonies form mounds; if unwatched,
these mounds can reach the height of aman. Pee Farming
is Problematic, but the results are worth the effort and the
stings‘ Locusts are a great threat to all of Maob,
sometimes wiping out years of crops. SPic{crs are igr\orcd

except when theg are Poisonous.”
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Avrchitecture

“Totheleft. MY LETT, idiot. | ook, see the Plumb
line? T hat line must run, when it has stoPPed swinging,
directlg down the corner of this beam. T hen we will know
that the beam is straigl’xt.

Forty houses like this |'ve built, and J'll not be spokcn to
bg you in this way. Step back here, and look.

Four beams, straigl’lt up and down. T hen, since this will
be the front, two running backward away from us, on the
tops. Then, we'll lay thinner beams from one of those
trusses to the other.

A{:’cer t}ﬁat, the lintels for the doors and the frames for
the windows must be bui|t} which | will do. At the same
time, the rest of you will 1a9 those bricks with mortar,
Pausing on|3 to insert the frames as theg fit.

Then, we seal all the Joints with c|a3, brick a rai|ing
around the rooxctop, and go to work scaling the roof and
making it solid enough to walk over.

Easg‘ You should come down with me sometime to
Tierzantum. Now that's real workl | here’s no more
space on that rockg Platcau, so we reinforce the houses
that are already there, and build more on toP of them.
Then, of course, we build ramps, stairs, and wa”cwags from
one roof to the next.

Ohnce, we tried to build a set of houses up to four
lagers. Three was easy; theg do three down there all the
time. Putfour; well, it stood for a while. Poor folks.”
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Astronom3

« Thcre are thousands of stars in the skg, but onlg two
of them are of meort to us toclag. But before we sPeak
of that, let us speak of the moon.

Scc how the moon sits. ]t takes up Fu”g one-tenth of
the sky, and it’s Iight Provic{cs all things to us. De
attentive, now. | he moon is like unto a great mirror. rom
it, we received the brightest Ifg}'}t and the first share of
heat. ]F covered away from it Iong cnough, P|an’cs die.

Many ask, if the moon is like a mirror, then what does it
reflect? Nobodg knows a proper replg, but this much can
be said; whatever the ultimate source, it sits beneath the
land, and shines across the cdges of it. Have you never
noticed that the moon is bright as it travels near to the
horizon, and a shadow is cast over it when it comes
overhead? Tl’lat shadow is no less that the shadow of the
land itself, and by marking the way that the shadow lags
upon the moon, we measure it’s turnings.

Now, the moon is setting, | ook there. T hat blue star,
low to the horizon, is never crossed bg the moon, and is one
of the brightcst in all the heavens. |t is the North Star,
Unmoving and unchanging, it marks us. \With it at your
riglﬁt hand, you go down the river into Khadur. \With it at
your left, you go up onto the mountains. With it behind
you, you go into (Godom.

And that star, there, is the star of your birth. At the
moment you entered the world, it Iag direct13 behind the

center of the moon.”
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Childhood

“Look out the window, Ramajin. No, kccp the shutters
cioseci; hell stop if he sees you iooking on.

See, he’s made for himself a little Jave|in. And it's
straigi‘it as any could expect. Wouldr't it be gooci it he
were to learn carPcntrg? You’vc alwags wanted to have a
carpenter of our tribe to take on the barge with you; those
farmers are aiwags complaining about their roofs, their
shuttcrs, you say.

[He’s of an age now that he’s due to start taking lessons.
So many parents send their children to tutors that teach
noti’iing of imPort. Astronomg, Numero|ogg, and all of
that nonsense.

Thcrc’s a tutorjust up the shore from here who has a
small class; on|3 seven. [f we took little Sammein to him,
he’d 5ure|3 make it eigi’xt‘ And he teaches Practicalities;
weigi'its, measures, the flow of tracic, the numbcnscript.

Yes, his aim is very goocii What do you mean, the
Academg? Pl not have Sammein becoming an Amar.
[He'd have to live in T ierzantum until he was a full man, and
come home only fortwo ciays cach turning of the moon.

| thought you wanted a son who would inherit from you;
who would make your Familg greater within the tribe. Shall
we go and ask your mother? Si'ie’s)ust out in back, with
the shccp.

We will not allow him to be tested. T hose warriors are
cruei, heartless. No, he'll take lessons, and then Practice

them with you, and i‘iclp the iamilgi”
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(Cleanliness

“You've been outside, girl, P|a9ing in the dirt again.
Dowt think | don't see the dirt on youl (o to the back,
and diP 5ourse!F a basin of clean water. (Clean hands at
the tablc, as you know very we”, and when you take your
bath tonight, 3ou’” scrub. Once you've washed, come back
out here.

Where have you been? Omarl Omaris a good~1cor~
not}’uing }Jraggart, and a child of Lomct}‘n besides. You're a
child of Naomi; court your men within the tribe.

Jntent! Merciful Petra, you can’t be serious.....

WHAT DO YOU MEAN, gouve consummated
your Jntent? Well, when Omar fails to bring you the tablet
of |ntent, and he will fail to do so, 3ou’” carry the bonds of
his flesh to whatever man you can find to take you, unless
you cleanse it from you.

You'll not be eating toniglﬁt; you will fast for a full turn
of the moon, and drink notlﬁing but water.

Anc{, of course, 9ou’n not come to the Tcmplc ’conigl‘wt.
You know the Tcmplc law; no woman giving the blood of
Fertility, nor anyone who has lain with another that c{ag, nor
any who has touched the blood of another.

If Omar comes with the tablet? [l consent. You've
forced it over me. Put for now, 3ou’|1 fast. Burn incense,
and Pu” the smoke over you. lt helps.

]’” be back short!g; ] need to tell your mother about this.”
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Clothing

“«Of course, sirrah, we have many fine items of clothing.
[ ntire chests of it, indeed! And all of it solid; you may
take my word, as a merchant of the tribe of Lometl’l.

Now, as you surclﬂ i(now, there are two colors that are
casi!y attained with wool; gray and dun. T he scarlet tone
is done often, of course, but it is not as cheaP. And the
many other colors that one might see in the Tgrant’s court
are so difficult to make that on|9 the that court can afford
them. | inen can be made white or blue; it doesn’t dgc well.

For 3ourselxt, sirralﬁ, we have all the basfcs; loinclotlﬁ,
Pants, sash, vest, and turban wrap. We do carry a line of
pants that dorn’t balloon out qui’cc so far sir, or a kind that
ties up to the knees. Youd harc”y want to bug new
clothesjust to run them through field-mud.

OF course, sirrah, most farm houses do make their own
basics. But for feasts and sPccial occasions, a scarlet
sash is a|wa35 the very backbone of Forma!ity.

For women? Yes, of course. T!’IC tight top, |onger and
thicker sashes, and veils of fine, thin fabric. Onlﬂ the
clothiers of Tierzantum can make them so transparent.

No, sirral’l, ] didn’t mean to imPugn your resPectabilitg.
Of course, a full chador and thick veil will suit your
daughtcrwc”.

A very disccrning eye, sirrah! Thosc items are of the
finest quality; very durable.

Now, shall we discuss the Pagment?
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Commcrcc

Rccord for dag 12, month ten,
T hirteenth year of the reign of Banadin

| eft docks at moonrise; ProFit yesterday was mediocre.
Travclcd three docks c{ownrivcr, arrived at Khadur and
set up at the bazaar there. Tomorrow we turn back
towards home, and after H’xa’c, towards Tierzantum and
better bazaars. Must sPcak with Jimman about the leaks
in the barge.

More honeg for the throat; shouting over that din is
i(i”ing me. Never mind the haggling; nobodﬁ there wants to
give up their coin, so it's all straight barter.

Onc of the merchants of Lomcth got caught 3cstcrda3
using false weights. The Amar beat him }3|ooc15, and threw
him into that great chasm. Ugly, but it bodes well for
tomorrow; nobodg will want to trade with his kinsmen,
leaving more for me and mine.

The tax keepers l(eep a tight eye here, too; I alwags
seem to forget that. [~ very time one of the miners brings
up a shipmcnt of somcthing worth Iooking at it, the best
tenth is gone before | even getovertoit.

This trip is almost done, t!ﬁough One triP back to
Tierzantum, and the Family will review my work. Hopeguﬂg,
itll measure up, or J'll be s|inging camcuaags all the way to
(Godom and  back for Fetra knows how many

moon-turnings.”
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Cosmetics

“|_ook at you! [Jow many men do you think will Pu” out
their money for a chance at Iaging down with you? Secrub
that off. [Here, use this cloth.

[irst, now, let’s comb out your hair onlg married women
wear it Pu”cd back like that. Youre not bought, dear,
you're forsale. [Forthe night, anyway.

There. Now, well Pu” back the Front, back to your
ears, and Pin it up. OF course it’s not as pretty as your
hair~c|asp. If you look too cxpcnsivc, the men won’t even
stop to think about it.

Next, the eyes. Rub alittle olive oil on each egelid, and
sprinuc on the tiniest Pinch of this. Wonderful, isn't it?
Crushcc{ garnet-stones, and chcap; that glittcr on the
eye]icis is marvelous. Now, take this stick of KOH, and use
it to line here and here. Not too much!

Now, the IiPs. (se this paste on them, let it drg a bit,
and well wiPe it off. Jt dges the IiPs fora niglﬁt

While we’re waiting for that to cirg, perf:ume. Lovelg
bottle, isn't it Alabaster; it used to be my mothers.
Before she ran me out of the house for clisgracing her;
now it’s mine. Omell that? Cinnamon essence, and a few
other things.

Now, tighten up that top, leave the cloak behind, and
wear veils, thin ones. | he idea is to hint at somcthing that
nobodg can rea”9 do. ]t’s called mystery, and mgstique.”
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Dai|3 Life

“(Good morning! UP, out of bed. Or would you Prmccr
that the chores were divided without you?

‘.“Thought not. \/erg good, then, into the common room.
All ight, ladies, the men are up already, and washing, [ve
set out their water, so thcg can discuss the field-work while
we make food. [ow shall we divide the chores toc]ag?

OF course, Beth, you and your dauglﬁters can carry the
water toc{ag‘ Don’t Forgct to leave a measure at the gate
for travelers. | know we lose Pitchcrs that way, but the
Family hospitahty carn’t be questionec{.

| and Salim will grind the wheat, bake the bread, and
carry it to the men for their midday meal.

Alemi, you can take the young ones to their tutors, and
care for the Peth’s baby while theg learn.

(Good Alemi, you may be my first dauglﬁter, but that
does not make you wise. All you, my daughtcrs and grancL
daughters, will follow my instruction. My hair is white, my
back is crooked, but does that ever l(eeP me from the work
of the family?

That leaves only you two, Shua and Marin; take your
daughters and tend to the sheeP.

At moonset, we’ll gatl'}er here again, as usual, and
discuss the m’gl‘:t meal. A|so, we must make further clothes
and wraps in the next turn of the moon, the men are
showing raggec{ Patches. Shua, Marin, look well on
measuring out the wool of the sl’xeep today"’
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Dcath

“|n the name of Petra, creator and sustainer.
|n the name of Naomi, the compassionate.
In the name of Azael, the)ust.

We gatl’xer here to commend the sPirit of Nammen. We
have curled him, even as he was curled in the womb, so that
his spirit might know that his transformation is m’gh.

We have Placed him in this basket, with a flask of water
in his right hand and a loaf in his right; though these shall
not Provic{c for the needs of his sPirit, the act of P!acing
them with him shall, as it reminds us that even sPirits have
needs.

We shall burﬂ him with his face to the North Star, 50
that his spirit shall know the directions when it rises out of
his body.

We shall Plant a )Cruibbearing tree over his bodg, so that
the flesh will not go to waste; nor shall it be food for wild
animals. Also, we do this so that he might Provic{e forusin
death, and shall not be weightec‘ bg knowfng that he can no
longcrgivc unto us.

At this time, the friends and tribesmen of Nammen shall
come forth, and sPeak out their reasoning as to whg
Nammen should bejudged as wort}*lg 53 Azael. Tl’len, the
boclg shall be Put unto the soil.

After the body is buried, | and two others of my tribe
shall be at the temPIe, where we shall pray unto Azae| for
the goodjudgment of this sPirit.”
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Disecase

“Jacobad, How Iong has | been gour]cricnd? Yes, since
we were tutored. But l must tell you sometl’ling

l know that you have no desire to become married, nor
to live with your Famdﬂ‘ That is wl’uy you moved to
Tierzantum; | understand, it’s whg | came here too. But
recentlg, your habits have begun to alarm even me.

You find the work of that numerologist fantastic, of
course. We all did. Put he’s a leper now; if you eat with
him, you risk Icprosy 3oursc|1c.

Further, of course you pay your women. As do |, and
most of the other young scholars. But you must know that
the a”cg where you look for them has two qualitics‘ T}’uc
first, you know very well; thcy’rc chcap. The second is
that many of them have boils and other unsavory things.

Lastlg, look at how you scratch, and how you keep your
rooms. 5huttcrcd, with worn and sweaty clothes all about.
|t isn’t an itch, Jacobacl, it's fleas.

Now, let’s get rid of this rubbish, and get you cleaner.
Then, ]’” take you onto the citg, and show you where to
find women who don’t have such Problcms.

Uhhh ..... Jacobad? Have you seen your back
recentlg? The skin there is, well, let me open the window
and have a better look.

BY SY—TEOL‘ No, Jacobac{, stay away. Ar\cl gorgct

what ] said; it won’t make any difference.....

“““ Stag away. ] don’t know you anymore, ]cPcr.
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Distance and Direction

“}Hush, children. Your parents give me coin, food, and
other such, that | miglqt teach you the ways of thing& Do
you think that ’c}ﬁey should be Pleased it | told them you
wasted this time in idle chatter?

\/cry good. | isten, now, and hear the measure of the
land.

There are four directions. T}'}C blue star marks north.
Fut it behind you, and you face south. With it on your ICFt,
you face east. With it on you right, you face west.

There are three measures of Iength. The cubit is the
distance from the elbow to the Fingertfp of Aaron, the first
Tﬂrant‘ T he stride is three cubits in |ength The span is
one hundred strides, and is the width of the river as it flows
out of the Pool at its base. ]n one clay, you may traverse
Perhaps seventy spans on foot.

Tierzantum is Fortﬂ spans across, sixty spans in lcngth.
The foot of the mountains is cast twenty spans from the
edge of the city. T he river begins at the oPPosite edge of
the city, and is six hundred and twenty spans in length
before it falls into Khadur. Thc river runs westward,
thouglﬁ it does waver from side to side.

(Godom is clirectly to the south of center of the river,
andis Pcrhaps two hundred spans away, across the desert.

All the rest is sand, and desert. No one has ever given

measures to the desert.”
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Families

“], Huram, E_Iclcr of the tribe of Lomcth, do hcrcby call

you to silence. We have much to discuss.

Firstla; in Maob, two houses and two families of our
tribe have been cmPticd }33 IcProsg. T hose unfortunates
have been given Placcs in the lcpcr’s section of the city;
alms will be sent so that theg may live without hunger or
thirst for what time remains to them; the cost shall be one-
fifticth of this year's tribal profits. T heir houses are being
cleansed, even now, by the children of Naomi.

Second, the children of \Jer\/aim have, in their cunning,
learned to attack our caravans as t}ﬁeg travel to the mines
of the desert and unto Goc{om‘ Wc shall open the tribal
stores, and arm the mcrchants; Fur‘thcr, because thcy see it
as an opportunitg, the Amar have offered to dispatch
three of their number with each caravan, who must be fed
and watered out of the Proxcits. Shall we accept?

Tl’wird, the Familg of (Goam has fallen into c{isarra}j since
his death. The onlg child of that {:amilg who acts in an
upright fashion is Kamajin, his fifth son. | should say that
Ramajin become the new head of the Family, but he has
onlg one child. Ramajin is open to aclopt if need be, but he
will on13 aclopt infants, so it will be some time, if he is given
the mantle of lcadcrship, before that Familg would resume
it'’s great stanc{ing in the tribal courts.

Tl’wose are the matters for our attendance this season.
Let us resolve them quicl(lg, so that you, as the leaders of

9ourFami|ics, may return to work.”
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l:ood and E_ating

« Alemi, Beth, Salim, 5hua, Marin. We need to changc

our Plans for tomorrow’s meals. Rujav hasjus’c returned
from the dock with news.

|t seems that Micav has finished his training; he has a full
moon-turn to rest and to see his Familg before the Amar
call him to arms on his first Piece of work. So he’s coming
home tomorrow; we need to prepare a feast. T}ﬂe men are
a|rcad3 discussing what giFts we can afford to give him.

Beth, 9ou’|1 measure out the grain for us; we'll need at
least twenty-xcive loaves to Feedjus’c the men; one each for
the middag meal, one each for the nig}ﬁt meal, and a few
extra, to say not!’xing of {:cec{ing ourselves.

Shua, make sure that the cheese you've been making is
rea”g reacly. We need to know. Marin, go to the docks in
the morning, riglﬁt at moonrise. Bug more wine, olives,
sPiccc{ c{iP for the bread. And both of you, we need to
slaughter a lamb tonig}ﬁt as well; it has to be Fu”y bled
before Micav arrives, and the blood should be cleaned
away. Hc won’t want to smell blood; now that he’s done
his training, he'll end up armed and angry, |oo¥<ing for the
source, before we can even tell him that it’s a lamb.

Alemi, | know that it's a great sacrifice to ask, but | know
that your husband and you kccP a P'Ot of honeg for spccial
occasions. What could be more sPccial than the
homecoming of the eldest o{:gour nephews? Thank you.

Salim, 3ou’” help bake tomorrow; tonigh’c we have to

clean the oven. We cant have ashes in our Micav's bread.
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Godom

“Look, momma, the Boaz man sold me a brass bowl. l
traded him all those bricks | made 3esterda5 and the c{ag
before. He'’s gonna need another camel.

Now, when ] hafta scoop the water off the clag in my
clay-hole, | can fill this bowl with it, too. |f it stays in the
light, he said, the water goes out faster. Maybe | can make
two or three times as much salt with this as with my pot.

| know, momma, since dada went missing, we've been
poor. But ]’m getting real gooc{ at making Bricks; and now ]
can make salt faster, and we do goocl enough to keep us
fed, rigl’lt’?

Don’t you worry bout getting me to no tutor. ] don’t
want ta be with the other bogs, anghow. Thcg all kccp
ta”<ing like dada ran off to the city with that other woman.

[He didnt, rigl’xt? Rigl’lt. So, | want him to be Proud of
me when he comes back. [1e made that big Pad for drging
bricks on, and my cla3~hole is big enough now that we
could both stand in it, him and me.

Momma, dor’t cry. So what if the heads of the families
think we’re no gooc{? Il show them! |'m gonna grow up real
Fast, and make better bricks than them, and more salt. Anc{
well get enouglﬁ money to buy a tar~Pit too.

Wc’” do so gooc{ that all those cousins of mine, who
dor’t have no money cithcr, will come and work for us.
Then the tribe’ll notice you and me, momma, and they’”
wish theg treated us better.
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Govcmmcnt

| jsten wcll, Kamajin. As the new head of your Familg,
there are new lessons you must learn.

The current Tgrant is Panadin, son of | eah. | eah
was daughtcr to Singhamin, and Tyrant in her turn.

Banadinis a 1Cou1~tcmPcrcd man, prone to drink. Yetin
oﬂcice, he is capable and strong. [He takes the advice of
the tribal [~ lders, Ponders it, and acts. [Jis Principal flaw
as Tgrant is that when he does make a bad choice, which is
rare, he will not retract that choice. T he most recent such
bad decision was to set a few of the Amar to seek out the
works of Veda, and destr09 them. T he Amar who were
sent have not rcturncd; dark rumors are afoot.

Thc E_Iclcrs of the tribes are as thcg always were; old
men and women, bent on insuring that their tribe will gain
greater station against the others during their stay as
Flder.

Banadin also keeps a council of Viziers; cach of these is
to keep open offices, and meet with anyone who brings to
them business of imPortancc‘ The matters which have
\iziers attached to them are: | axation, the City, 56a|s,
(oin, and the Temp|es of Petra.

Banadin’s Popu|arit3 with the tribe of Naomi is very
poor; the fact that he has set a \/izicr to make sure that
thcg do not cxpanc{ their tcmplcs does not sit well with
them. Danadin sces the tribe as an expansfonist group
bent on adoPting a majority of his citizens into their ranks.

Now, Kama)’in, can you remember all that?”
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Hith-Shulu

“Ruth, dearest wife, come up on this stone, and hear
what ] say to you. You are a daughter of Boaz, that is
true. But more to the Pofnt, you are a c‘aughter of the
city. And as my wife, and a child of Samacl, you must
changc if you are to live.

See the sanc{s; so far do they stretch out that there
seems no end to them. Ye’c even there, in the barren Plain,
live many tl’nings. I~ ven there, there is much to see.

\/\/e shall live thcrc, as the tribe of Samacl has done
since the da9 of Aaron. \Ne shall travel the oases, and
carry water to the gemstone mines.

ch, you shall see those crags, and the caverns witl’n’n,
and how we Pu” out from them the finest of jcwcls.
FerhaPs, if our Familg wishes, we shall even turn our hands
to the task.

]F not, then we shall travel the sanc{s, gathcring water,
trading with the tribes of Poaz and | ometh, and Fighting
with the children of Jervaim.

Jndeed, tl'lcg still dwell out in the sands; you will learn
how to take up sword agains’c them. You will learn how to
shield 3ourselxC from heat, how to find water in the sand,
and how to prepare for and survive the sandstorm.

Thcrc are no s)‘wortagc of trials awaiting you; if, as my
father hopcs, you prove your wisdom to my Familg, then we
will grow great. ]F not, then we shall go begonc’ the
wandering~tracks, there to map out the sorcerous Places,

and find ProFit in them.”
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K hadur

“«So, little man. You think that you could live here, and
could make a sword better than this. Come along.

| said COME! | will show you how little you know.
Looi( down. T ake a gooc{ look; Iong way down, isn’t it?
See that crane? | ook at the rope on it; it could hold up
twenty men. Sometimes it does. | he basket on the end is
solid, too. (Getin.

Let’s go down. Watch what ] do with my arms. Those
are signs; thcg tell the men who work the winch what to do.
And leave those coins alone. OF course we c!roP coins in
the basket when we use it; what do you think the winch-men
live on, you fool?

Scc those hollows? We Pu”cc{ cnough stone out of
there for twenty granaries. Next moon-turning, the tribe
will decide what to do with the space. Jt might get used for
an all-tribe mine, or we might build a home there for a Familg
that has grown too great forit’s home. | ike mine, maybe.

Here we are! Hand me that rope; ] need to PU” us onto
my front lcdgc. Dor’t tie onto thosel Tl’leg’rc c}‘wimncgs‘
GOOCl. Lct’s go inside.

OF course it’s civilized. Don’t be an ass. Just because
we build into the side of a chasm doesn’t mean we live
Poorly‘ And yes, it’s big; all the descendants of my father
live here. Come through here.

This is my room. | sleep over there. And this, good
fellow, is my furnace; there are my tools, and here is some

iron ore. Makc that better sword of yours, won’t 9ou’?”
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Maob

“«(Come, little Princcsscs. Your grandfathcr, Eldcr of
the tribe of Ephrus, has Paic{ me well to take you onto the
river and teach you the ways of the river~va”eﬁ

As you can sce Plain|3, we are on the south bank of the
river, and Facing the north bank. | et me oar us out a little
further. There.

The tribe of Ephrus, your tribe, has its lands along the
south bank. |t is the richest of the three garming tribes.
Thc other two tribcs, Damacl and \/eth, have their lands
on the north bank. Damael’s lands run toward Khaciur;
\/et!ﬁ’s lands run toward the Tferzantum. Theg are
divided by that line of stone pillars, there. See them?

Fcrhaps because of wind, or because (Godom is to the
south, or for whatever other reason, the soil of the south
bank is richer for a greater distance; thus there is more
land. And because there is on|3 one tribe to rule it, your
tribe is very wea|th9.

Of course, your tribe  will grow richer still in the
generations to come. All along the south bank are small
marshes, and concealed in their midst, little woods and
va”eysA |t is said that the Tyrant MajeL when he lived,
built a few of his Pleasure~PaIaces in those very Places.
Your tribc, tl‘noug}ﬂ ric}‘n, does not have the numbers to farm
all of that land, or even to tame it. | hat is why there are
watchtowers in the fields of some farms; because they are
near wild land.

Now, we will get nearer the shore, and discuss fields.”
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Measures and Wcights

“You havern’t done this part of the merchant’s work
be)core, have you, Khalic{? \Ne”, every merchant who sells
valuable goods, which is about one for each barge, has an
assistant that does nothing but measure and carry. With
those shoulders of yours, Pm surPriscc{ Sulﬂan hasn’t set
you to it before.

Now, these are the three kinds of coin. T his is a
Drachma. Youve seen lots of these, | know. A drachma
bugs a loaf of bread. Two bugs a clay Pitchcr. Ten bugs
a hookah. Thirtg drachmas bugs you a shekel. A shekel
bugs ten measures of olive oil, not a ‘man’s weight’. Two
bugs a bolt of linen. Five }DUHS you a talent. | his is a
talent. Hcavy; solid golc{. With ten of these, you could
have someone build you a house.

These are for oil, water, and such. T his little Pitclﬁer is
one measure. | hat big pot is twenty measures. And the
barrel over there is a full hundred measures.

These are the scales. Now, many merchants use lead
balls to measure wcigl’ltj but we like to impress the
customer, so we use the real measure. (oins.

| ike coins, five shekels makes a talent. Put don’t use
drachmas; tl’leg’re made of brass, not gold‘ (nlike coins,
there’s an even biggcr measure than talents. Ten talents
makes a gi”. Remember that. T en talents is one gi”.

| weigh one hundred and ninet3~eight gi”. You ProbaHy
weig}‘l two hundred and Fiftg. See? E_asg.”
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Medicine

“NEXT?

All right, and what’s wrong with you? Sore throat, hmm,
sounds raspy. [Here; honey and sootlﬁing herbs. T ake it
after each meaL and for Fctra’s sal«:, don’t shout ciuitc s0
much at your booth. Faﬂ the attendant outside.

NEXT!

Yes? Well, out with it, man, what’s wrong with you?
Dcar man, you haven’t been cursccl, don’t be foolish. ]’c’s
quitc common. ]t is, howcvcr, rather difficult to cure. Are
you entirelg sure that it’s not your wife who’s barren? Oh,
| see. T hree wives. Yes, well, this treatment is the first in
line to try. lt's qui’cc cost|3, though \/crg we”; drink a
twentieth of a measure each m’ght after your meal; lie with

your wives. |n the meantime, drink less wine, leave the

hookah alone,and... .BYFETRA!
Put him down at once; on the table. \What did this to

him? A thief. No, you idiot, what weapon? Dagger.
Rig!ﬁt, could be worse. [Jand me that basin. You should
have brougl‘lt me there; moving the injurecl is unwise.

DU”‘P this out, bring clean water. And you, man, what’s
your name? Ramajin. Well, man, you're about to earn that
Jar of rcmeclg for free. Wash care]cu”g, scrub  off
complctcb‘

] dor’t care if you know nothing about it. ] need some-
one to hold onto things in there while | stitch. [First,

tlﬁough, we need to wash it out, and stop the bleeding.
You and you, hold him down.”
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Mctalworl(

“What the matter, mcrchant, dor’t you know how to
work iron? Here, let a real man show you.

First, fire the furnace. You have to have a small
Furnacc, with gooc{ thick walls. ]t car’t have a normal door,
cithcr, you need to have one that’s closed up with a stone
wheel, rolled in front.

There. Nice and warm, and it'll get much hotter before
we’re done. You might want to take that vest and turban
off, unless you like gainting from heat. See? T he tribe of
Fli wears very little, not because we’re savages, but
because it’s that or co”apse.

(Good, it hot cnough to start. Sce this? A stone
Paclc”c, ad that cup in the middle of the Pac{c”c end, there,
is what we melt it in. ] his square thing is a gri”e. [Fit it over
the cup. Now, we Put the ore on toP of the gri”c Tl’le
iron melts out of the other stuff, and falls into the cup.

]t’s the same way with other meta!s, but they don’t need
as much heat. Now, after it melts, you can either pour it
into a sheet, and hammer it into shaPc‘ Or, you can pour it
into a mold, and let it cool.

If you're making something that has to be rea”g hard, like
a sword, you put it in a mold, and then heat itjust until it’s
red, hammer it down, cool it off, and do it over and over
until it'’s hard cnough, and thin cnough, to work. | hat’s
what the tongs are for.

Now, the firelll go out i we don’t air it up- These are
bc”ows, and that's what tl’xcg’rc for.»
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Minerals and Gems

“Yes, ’ccachcr, | can recite the lesson of the stones too.
Do | have to? Yes, sir.

(onstruction materials of the land include hewn stone,
bricks, and mortar. [ewn stone is usua”g limcstonc, which
is quarriccl at the cdges of Khadur; it is soft natura”y, but
hardens after exposure to air. Dricks are made of clay,
which is found most ricHg in (Godom. T he c|ag is wetted,
mixed with straw, sl‘:apccl, and sun-dried. Mortar is nor-
mally Pitch, dug from the tar pits at (Godom.

Metals are mined in Khac’ur, scraPec{ from the sides of
the chasm. Go|c{ is scarce, and is sold to the Pa|ace to be
minted. Silver is used for chclrg and luxuries. | in is used
to make household wares. Coppcr is smelted with Tin to
make bronze, the Founding metal of weapons and armor-.

Alabaster is found in deposits along Maob and within
K hadur; it is a white mineral, rclativcly easy to carve and
Polish. Shipments of it are also sold to the Falace to make
Persona! seals. Amberis found in soil deposits in Maob; it
is used as a gemstone.

Sulfuris found in (Godom, and is used for an enormous
variety of purposes. Salt is made bg clrging the waters of
(Godom, and is used as a Havoring, a food Preservative,
and for many other purposes.

Flint can be found anywhcre, and is used with other
stones to Produce sParks and, therebg, fire.

Othergems are mined in [ith-Shulu.

Told you | could recite it. And you didn’t believe me.”
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Music

“\/assamin, you P133 that Sitar like you want to make
PeoPle cry. Nobodg wants that. Kutzel, get your
tambourine. Now, we’re going to Plag The Wec{ding
Dance of Singhamin’. You know it?

Now, think! When Pcoplc walk past us as we Plag the
streets, or when they think about someone to make music
at their weddings and feasts, what do theg want?

Thcy want somcthing that will make them spring along,
like young men and women. Thcg want the air filled with a
sound that will make them clance, that will make them look at
each other and smile. Tl‘leg want music that will give them
Pcrmission to act like children, or lust after each like
animals. And that's what we try to give them.

Tl’we drum gives the song a Pulse‘ FeoPle move to the
drum. So we keeP it fast and crazy. The tambourine
Plagcr puts glit’ccr on the sound of the drum, and wear tight
clothes with bells so she can dance out Front, and make the
Peop!e look. Men lust at Rutzel; women envy. Bot!ﬁ pay.

Anc{ the sitar weaves into that sound. T}’uc drum moves
the Pcop|e, the sitar moves the song. Thc drumbeat
changes five times in this song; from starting to chorus,
then back, then out again and back again. The tambourine
l‘)clps the drum, that's all. But i?ﬂou listen to the sitar, you
know where you are in the song; it has the most
complicated music. [f there’s a singer, no sitar. [f no singer,
then a sitar. So the instrument must sing, not whine.

Now, get rcac{g‘ Join in on the fourth beat.”
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Numcrolog,g

“Numcrology. Bah. |t's a load of rubbish, | tell you.
yrhegspendhoursdebaﬁnghowrnuchonhathumourgou
mustPutFodhtoaccomphshatask

]Fgou want to accomPhshtaska ]woukisag,thcn Put
down that stupic{ qui”, stopper up your ink, and come
a|ong. But they would say, what do you Amar know about
it, as if we were mindless brutes.

Simplc fact is, numerologg is where old fools go when
thcg get too strange for normal life. Theg didr't ever go
angwhere ordo anything, 50 whg should | listen to them?

| went to see one once, when | was young and si”ﬁ Do
you know what he told me? [Je said that there was not
cr\ough light inme. So | asked if | should go out and bask
undertherﬂoon,orwhat

He says, no, no. He tells me to go and Practice caring
and 1ovc; hC] know the heart of my Fe”ows, then ] shall be
able to learn more easilg the truth of their actions.

VVhatstquﬁqiI?Iwanttoknowthetruﬂwopsomeone%
actions, then ] ask them. ]F what they say makes no sense,
then | ask again, with somcthing sharP near their throat.
Wﬁhegte”mejﬁen.

Wl‘ly would you go to one? Advice on your Personal
tabulation? \What in the name of Petra is that, and of what
use could it be to you? Remember, you're a warrior first,
not a merchant. H you want to check #jgour measure of
blood is greater than before, gogeta basin, and [ll check

for 3ou.”
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Flants and Hcrl:)s

“The lesson of the Plants, as codified }33 the scholars of
Thierzantum.

The grains of the land are I:lax, Barleg, and W!ﬁeat.
[Tlax is woven into linen. Parley is made into beer, and oc-
casiona”g into flour for barlcy%akcs, which is travel food.
Wheat is the main source of flour for breads.

The common vegetables are Gourcls, Lentils, and
Ohions.  (Gourds are used to make castor-oil, and are
occasiona”g scrapcd hollow, treated, and used as
canteens or bottles. | entils are used for soup, some
breads, and many other food purposes. Ohrions are used
forfoodin many different ways.

Normal herbs and sPiccs are Anise, Cinnamon, (Garlic,
Mint, Mustard, and Spikenarc{. The number of uses
these are put to is begond counting,

The fruits of the land are Almonds,. Applcs, I:igs,
Grapes, and Fomegranates. A” are eaten.

The woods of the land other than fruit-woods are
Cedar, Cypress, and Acacia, each of which has its own
qualitics.

Also worth noting are Reeds, Qlives, Soanor‘t, and
Wormwooc{‘ Keeds are cut, ﬂattene&, Poundecl into
sheets, and dried as paper. Olivcs are used to make oil,
used for Iamps and other purposes. SOanor‘c roots are
burned and mixed with fat to make soap. Wormwood is

used to make Absinthe, a mgstical liquor.”
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Foctrg

“There are three main forms of poetry. You, asPiring
scho|ars, would do well to master them. I]C for no other
reason than to impress your listeners, poetry is one of the
scholars kcgnotcs.

The highcst form of poetry is the Rublyat. | this form,
the poem is divided into verses. [~ ach verse has four lines,
and a consistent meter. | he last words of the first line,
second line, and fourth line, must rhyme. T he last word of
the third line must not, though the word used to end the
third line must be one that evokes an image that is the true
center of that verse.

The middle form is called the Antithet. T his is the form
of the famous Song of Singhamin. |n it, the poem is
divided into couplets. The lines do not rl’lgme. The Point
of this form is to have each couP!et represent a single
thought, and 3ct have as much contrast between the two
lines as Possible, without Iosing coherencg. The contrast
should be especia”y notable when the last words of each
line are rcgardcd.

The lowest form is (Choralism. |n this form, the poem is
one verse, six or eight lines in Iength. The second and
fourth, and sometime even sixth, lines are made nearlg
identical, changing only in tense. T he first line, third line,
sometimes fifth line, and last two lines, represent ideas
which are tight[g tied to the rePeating thought. This form

is wic{e[g usedin re|igfous circles.”
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Fottcrg

“Young man, you think you can learn the Pottcr’s art
Just bg stancling there and watchfng? There is much more
to this work than you can think.

The clay must be found, and bought. Puging bad clag
will 3fCICJ a gaultg vessel, no matter the skill of the workman.
T hen, the c|a5 must be wetted, divided, Pounc{ecl, over and
over until it is reacly.

Thcr&, to me and my wheel. Two Picccs, the wheel has.
The Pivot, which | has thrust into the ground, and the sPin,
which is what you can see. The sPin has a smooth peg that
sits in the Pivot. Then, | turn it with my feet. Practice;
ciags of Practicc are needed to make it spin 50 cvcn|3‘

| spin the c|a9 up, down, and it obcgs me in all things.
But if | falter, quiver, even look up, while my hands are on
the clag, then it will be a ruin. Pack to wetting and dividing‘

And if | sPin it well, and it does not co”aPsc when | lift it
from the wheel, then it must survive the furnace. |t must be
hardened and dried, before it loses any of it’s slﬁape.

After it has been fired, it must be rubbed down smooth.
For that, | use grit from Khadur, a little sand, and a
rubbing~st0ne. Once made smooth, it is Polishec{ with
resin, and dried in the moonlight for two c‘ags, so that it will
have gloss, and not feel rougH

Then, after all that work, | still need to convince fools

like you that the vessel has more value than a clod of dirt.”
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Frcgnancg and Birth

“AWhat will you name the little one? Well, }305’5 names
end with min, bad, orJiH, most of the time. |f they don’t
Peop!e who never met him might think he’s a gfrl.

And you should have a name ready, just in case it is a
girl. | know that you feel it's a bog, but sometimes these
Fee]ings are amiss.

You have started on the swac{dling cloths, and such,
havent you? Noj c{car, dor’t ever use the same ones for a
second child. ]t’s bad Iuck; means thcg’” grow up alwags
envious of their elder siblings.

]’c{ love to help you on the loom. We could make your
swac{dling clotl'ls, and, if we have time, we could even start
work on the first real clothes. Thcg alwags have to be
light, since babies have such sensitive skin.

Two more moon-turns, then the trial on the bfr“tlﬁing~
chair. You have bought somcthing for the Pains, haven’t
you? (Good Petra, girl,)ust because it’s your second
doeswt mean it isnt going to hurt so much.

Remember when you birthed Amalz Do you really
want that again? OF course your husband wants you to be
clean of all influences c{uring the birth; all husbands do.
Theg say that because t}’xeg’ve never had a child. ]F theg
tried to take that pain, they'd whimpchor a year.

No, J'll find you somcthing that isn’t obvious. | hen the
poor man won’t even have to know. [tisn’t as if he'll stay to

watclﬁ; men almost never do.”
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Sex

“Nahum, sit and be silent. ['ve seen you looking at me
when we’re on the training 3arcl‘

| asked you to be silent. Youve never been away from
your family for more than a few nights at a time, have you?

Thought not. So, let me guess. The abiding belief
your {:ami|y gave you tells you that lust only has a Place
between husband and whce, and those men who can’t hold
to one woman should pay for their pleasures. Yes.

Well, let me tell you somcthing. Thcg tell you that to
keep their money safe. Yes, their money.

Men and women lie toget}ﬁer, and children are
Procluced. No person of virtue deals with unwanted chil-
dren swixctlg; adoption takes time, and hurts horrib[@.

And the families don’t want any of their relations to
learn how to have Pleasure without chi!c{ren, 50 theg dor’t
tell you it’s even Possiblc.

So, since the families control all the money, and are
ob|igec1 to help other members of their own Familg, tlﬁeg
want to be certain that you marry once, have babies,
and increase the Familg money. |f you learn that lust can be
exercised without children, you’re more Mcelg to lose ?amily
money than make it.

But, my man, you are a warrior now, which means that
after your Parting~ghcts from your gamilg, you dor’t have to
worry about that rubbish any more.

See?

Now, take off your Pants"’
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50rccr3

“Ten clrops of quicksilvcr on the stylus. Then, we Paint
a vulture on your wrist, like this. T here. Now, we burn the
quicl(silver in with this brand.

| ook for gourscl)tl T his is how the book says to do it.
It’s never been wrong yet; as Iong as we follow the
instructions rfgl'\t out of the book, and have it present at all
our workings, we can’t go wrong.

Bum in the quicksilvcr, read the chant, and 50u’|1 be
able to ﬂy until moonset. Wc’” work the power to move
unseen on you too.

Then, you can inP rigl’lt bg those houses, and steal a
babg forus.

Dor't start mora|izing now. \We haven’t done all this,
been branded outcast, and thrown our seals into Khaclur
so that we could stop‘ Tl‘le book is very clear; each page
contains one working, and anytime a page is added, a new
working will appear on it, as 1ong is the page is made from
the flesh of a child, and the book is bathed in blood for a
full turning of the moon.

You didnt rea”g think that once we got better at it, we
could give up the book, did you? All sorcery is c{epenc{ant
on written wor‘(ings or ritual sacrifice. |f you want to stop,
then leave the book with me. Or, we can go find another
set of written workings, unless you want to build an altar to
darkness and Pick up a dagger.

That’s what ] tlﬁought. Now, do you want me to reheat

the brarxcl, or shall we get some more quicksdver forme?

79



T arrum and T hirrum

“ANhat are you doing here? This is my grazing land.
You may well be my tribesman, but that doesn’t mean you
can take your sheep wherever you wish.

Look, idiot, this is how it is. [Trom the cdge of the city,
to the face of the cliﬁs, all that grows bclongs to the tribe
of Seth. Tl’we Familg of the Elder, whomever theg may be
at any time, gets the flat expanse between the foot of
T hirrum, the lesser mountain, and the city. The remainder
is divided between the Familics; each ?amilg has it’s own
house comP|ex, we”s, and herds. The lands of the families
are divided up !33 markers.

Tl’lc marker over there that you walked right Past,
bringing your herd with you, marks the entry to my Familg
Pastures. My Fami|3 has set me to graze these sheep here;
i{:you want to set yours out, you pay.

Oh, is that so? Wc”, since your shccp have a|rcac13
caten the grass of my {:amilg, 3ou’l| pay for it regardless; if
you dort, your Familg will get called up in tribal court for
dishonoring the pacts of the tribe.

Hcy, it's not much to you, but unless ['m wrong, your
grandmother is Hannaret. Now, when the E]der dies,
she’s nice!g set to take over, unless her Fami!g is made to
look foolish. Do you want to be the person she takes her

fabled anger to tonight?
.‘.Tlﬁought not. [Jand over the coin, kid.?
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Tierzantum

“There lies the city. Bcrjam, my son, remember while we
walk in it that you are a Pure~bom son of Samael. Your
manner will secem as strange to them as theirs to you.

Tl’lc Pcop|e of the citg cluster togcthcr like ants; even
their home }chin to look like a co|orx9 now, rising to a hcap,
with the Palace there, Perched over the Place where the
river falls from it’s caves into the va”eﬁ.

| the city, life is not so simplc as in the desert. Tl‘lcg
have water in abundance, and all the grain in land is taxed
unto them. Theg do not make things of use, as the People
of (Godom and of K hadur.

]nstcac{, some of them take t]‘n’ngs which have some value
and increase it; others organize this and that. Others
take wisdom, and write it into scrolls. And still others go
unto the refiners, organizers, and wise ones, and do for
them the work of the hands.

]1C ever one of them went into the sancl, they would have
their choice before them; clﬁange ordie. Yet because tlﬁeg
do not do their own worl(, ’cl—xcg have gathcrec{ much
knowlcdge. There we shall find you a woman who knows
the arts of lettering and numbering; the kind who can give
good advice and tell our craftsmen tl’n’ngs that theg did not
know }DCFOFC; Pcrl‘)aps even the secret oﬁcwcl—cutting‘

Once we have found such a woman, my son, you must
woo her, and bring her into the sands. And once she is
tlﬁere, you must teach her the ways of the desert even as

she teaches us the ways of the city.”
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Time and Seasons

“WNhen the moon is up, that is called c{ag. When it is
down, that is called night. I ach dafj, it has a little different
slﬁape; this is the process of turning,. When the moon is
dircctlg overhead, it has no Iight; this is the end of a
moon-turning, and beginning of another; a moon-turning is
between 24 and 32 clags in |engtlﬁ.

Twelve turnings make one year. These turnings are
divided up; % for }Drecding of animals, % for rain, 3 for heat,
and 3 for wind. [ ach group of three turnings is called a
season, and theg are named accorc{ing to the event that
suits them best.

During one year, there are four sacred times; one for
each season. Thc dag of waters is the middle dag of the
middle turning of the season of rain. ]t is the clag that the
first People rose up. The night of buming is the middle of
the season of heat; it was on that night when we made war
upon the Nephili. The c{ay of breath is the center of the
windg season; that is the clag the land was created. The
m’g!‘wt of blood is the center of the brccding season; it was
the night on which the first child was born upon the land.

The life is measured in years. Until two years old, a
babg. Then, until twelve, a child. T hen, until fifteen, a
9outl‘1‘ Agtcr t)‘wat, you are a man, or a woman, as the case

may be
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WcaPons anc] Armor

“You’re to be numbered among the Amar, ch? Thcr\,
sit down. Let me tell you about the tools oxcgour new work.

Well equipped warriors wear bronze breastplates,
bronze helmets, greaves on their shins, and Hcavg cloaks.
Thc brcastplatc covers the front onlg, and affords
signixcicant Protection against such strikes. The helmet is
oPened~Faced, with clﬁeekguarcls. The greaves cover the
front of the shin, from the top of the knee to the top of the
foot. Thc cloak is made of thick woo|, and acts as both
Protection, and as a blanket when traveling.

Warriors also carry shields; most are oval in slﬁape and
the size of a man’s chest.

Thc common sword is the sickle sword; this is the
Primar9 weapon of the well-fitted warrior.

T here are three main range& weapons. Thejavelin is a
light Polc with a Pointcc{ tiP; some have }Jac!@Pointcd barbs
as well. The sling is a Iong leather thong with a Pocket in
the center. A rock is Placecl in the Poc‘(et, both end are
held, and the s|ing is spun. Orce sPccd has been reached,
one end of the thong is rcleascd, and the rock flies out.
Thirc”g, the bow is a difficult weapon, prone to breaking of
shaft and of string. [However, when working, the bow has
the greatest range and ki”ing power of the three.

Any man who takes training as an Amar would be wise
to look over these items, and choose from among them.

Then, Practice until 3ourmcingers bleed.”
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Worship

“Nelcome to all of you. FPeace, in the name of Naomi.
Flease, all kneel for our opening prayer.

AZAF L See that we have come before you. Bring
your hand among us, move upon us, and let us feel what it is
we have done that might bring your wrath. \Nhispcr over us
what we must do to make peace with you again.

NAOM]‘ See that we have sweatecl; that we have
worked. Comc among us, and givc us rest. Go unto those
who Iag in the cour‘tyarcl; those who have touched blood,

and those who have bled, and bring healing to their sPirits
and their bodies.

FETRA‘ A” thanks be unto you. We Praise you that

we live; we ask that you give us again tomorrow the succor
which you have given us forso |ong.

SHEQOL! Enem9 of the land, we curse you and your
name. Mag you alwags go hungry; may your Portion be
emptg. For we shall go unto all the 1ancl, and cleanse your
followers from it; we shall heal the spirits which your
dcvisings have broken.

AllL PFEOFLE! Know that the land lives, that Petra
gives the bread to you. K now that Naomi shall heal you,
Azael sha”juc{ge you, and if you do not give worslﬁip unto
the Iand, then Shco| shall claim you, and you shall go unto
cvcrlasting thirst and hunger in his service.

A” rise. Now, the crescent shall be writ on those whose
names have been given to our seers; those who have given

Pcr‘Fcct service these last few clags.
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Writing

“My studcnts, though you may never learn to read or
write, you must at least be able to tell which kind of writing
it is that you are looking at, and what it’s written on, or you
will look foolish.

There are three systems of writing in the land. T he old
Pictograph system uses stglized Pictograplﬂs for each word
in the language. The codified sound system uses thirt3~
one simP|c, common Pictographs from the old sgstcm, each
of which represents a spcchcic sound; there are no vowels.
T he new numeric system is for mathematical and tabulation
purposes on|3, and is comPosec{ of numbers and
mathematical sgmbols‘

\/\/riting is done on sheets of rccd~PaPcr, on wax tablcts,
Painted as decoration, and embroidered into the hems of
clothing. Books take the forms of scrolls and of codices.
Most are hand-written, though inked-block Printing has
been used, and the idea of racked inked blocks to be used
rePeated13 is being tried in several Places‘

Most of the Pcople can write crudely in the sound
system; onlg scribes and tax collectors use the numeric and
Pictographic systems.

Since families live under the same roof, one of the older
men of the family takes on the responsibility of teaching
the children their letters, and taking care of whatever
passes for the Fami|3 librarg‘ Wealthg families often hire a
combination librarian and tutor, such as myse!ﬂ for this

Purposc”
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The FurPosc of this Script

My (iracious Tgralwt Singhamin;

] send you this, the work of my life. As a Numerologist,
I have made extensive observation on the nature of Peop!e,
their true nature as spirits, and the ways that tl’ncg exert
their power as a spirit through their bodies.

T he first axiom of all that | have learned in my life is this:
All persons are spirfts, clad in flesh. The sPirit, when it
enters and fulfills the nature of the ﬂcsh, is wont to divide
itself. T he divisions that it makes are called souls; every
person has five souls.

This is not a new realization; indeed, it is known to
everyone. th many Pcoplc constantlg act as if this was a
ProoF that all persons are identical in bcing, and all the
differences between them are due to the c{igering kinds of
bodies theg wear. | his is not so; the bo&g is no more than
Raiment to the spirit, and will changc it's nature and
abilities according to the power and composition of the
souls that dwell within it.

| shall endeavor to give details to all the functions and
uses of each tHPC of soul, both natural and unnatural, both
within the flesh and as a sPirft. So many of the
Numero|ogists of Tierzantum have worked to make this
script comPIctc that it to name them would fill as much
paper as the knowlcdgc itself; this is the way of the land,
and the Prime authoritg of it's workings outside Scripture.

Even 50, ] shall not give my own name; let none take the

g|or3 for what has been devised and set forth here.
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The Uncqual Division of Souls

The first soul is the Katha soul; it is that Portion of
your being which thinks, guic{es, and directs. [t resides
behind the forehead, and all the other souls give it service.

The second soul is the Pani soul, which dwells in the
liver. The Bani soul is 1Ci|t}193 it draws all foulness to itself.
By cloing 50, it cleanses the body of these tlﬁings.

T he third soul is the Vekkem soul; the seat of it’s power
is the heart. Yet the Vekkem soul Pulsatcs within all the
blood of the }Jody. lt is from the \/ckkcm soul that the
body gains it’s motive powers.

The fourth soul is the Hodam or (Gidam soul, which
slumbers in the groin, awakcning on|9 when it is stirred. |tis
the Hodam or (Gidam soul which gives the bodg the
powers of l’weahng and of sex. T}we [Hodam soul is the male
soul of the groin; the (Gidam is the female, and unto each
is given varied powers.

The fifth soul, the Akmel soul, does not dwell in any
Place‘ ]t enters and leaves the boclg tlﬁrouglﬁ the eyes, the
ears, the nose, the mouth and skin. |tis through the virtues
of the Akmel soul that one learns all that is around them.

Ang person can learn, simplg 135 Paying attention, that
many persons do not have souls distributed in balance.
Some are lacking one soul; and t)‘woug}ﬂ the other souls can
make up for some of that lost function, it cannot all be
recovered. (Others have additional souls of one type or
anotlﬁer; theg often have impressfve and useful powers, but

a|wa95, some bad tl'ling comes along with the good.
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Mcasuﬁng the Strcngth of the Souls

Some souls are strong, where others are weak. When a
Numero|ogist wishes to understand a person’s souls, theg
must take measure of that Person’s souls.

Souls cannot be measured in any quantitg that speaks
of the ﬂcsh; a soul cannot be held in vcsscl, wcightcd on a
scale, or measured with a knotted cord. Yet their
strengt!ﬁs can be found out }33 seefng how PowerFu”y H’leg
can act, each in their own fashion.

We shall sPeak of souls bcing measured in whispcrs.
We have chosen this measure, because it matches well with
the actions of a soul. A weak soul can on|3 barelg be
noticed when cvergt}’uing else leaves room for it. A great
soul makes it’s own room, and overwhelms others with it’s
power.

The scale of measurement has been set as being from
one to five. A soul with a power of one whispcr is a very
weak thing, where a soul with a power of five whisPers
insPires awe.

]t is most common to have one soul of each tgpc‘ ]t is
most common for a givcn soul to have a power of three
whispers. Yet it is very difficult to discover angwhere a
person who has one soul of cach tgpe, and all of them at a

POWCF O]C tl’erC Wl’liSPCFS.
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